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FT HE Diſſeutiug Cauſe being in a 0 
great Meaſure deſerted in Point 
of Areument now merely upheld by Ar=  \|\ 
rifice ; and what it wants of Reaſon 4 | | 
and Truth, is ſupplied by Subtilty and {| 
Cunning. Aud becauſe the | Diſcovery | | | 
hereof may help to Undecerve and open 
the Hy of” ſome well-meanine; but un- 
wary People, it may not be altogther 
an unprofitabls Task, to lay open theſs 
Devices, that they may the better ſee how 
they are Gull d, and be the more aware 
of the Impoſture. „ 
Truth (we know) is willing to be ſeen 
with: open Face, and hath that Native 
| =. Beauty- 


'h 


1 b 


unbappy Age can ſadly teſtify : For may f 


. 
3 


PRFFACE. 


Beauty and Luſtre, that 7 Paint 


or Varniſh to recommend it: 


ut Error. 


? 
* 


hath ſu foul and ugly a Complexion, that. 


makes it need and covet a Vigor to hide 


its Deformity, and can only be ſet forth 


7 
ry 

15 

” 

1 8 
* 


y Falſe and Artificial Colours: IWe read | 
bj: of ſome Mens Works, that they cannot." 


boar the Light, and therefore come not to 
t, leſt their Deeds ſhonld be reproved : | 
Joh. iii. 20. Seh as theſe do but att a | 
Fart in Religion, and only play the Cen- 


tous and Devout ; and are indeed to be 


hund and deteſted of all Men, as the 
2 un of Impoſtors; for they at once mock 
and deceive the People, and proſti- 

ĩute the beſt Things to the worſt and vilel. 


Purpoſes... 


Goa, 


And that too many ſuch there axe, our 


we not daily ſee the Sons of Craft acting 
under various Diſguiſes, and wheedling | 


the People with their pious Frauds ® Do 


they not work.upon the, Weakneſs of ſome, 
the Wilfulncſs of. others, and the Diſcon- 
tents of all; to ſerve their own Ends upon 
them ®*.And- like ſpiritual Mountebanks, 
cry up. their infallible Medicines for the - 
Cure of Souls, merely to draw in and de- 


eive the unthinking Multitude. . 


fi Populus vult decipi decipiatur. With 


of Schiſm build their Babel, laying Hoy 
aud Stubble u ”m the Foundation of Chr 
ſtiauity, whic 

 dermine by their Hollown. ſs and Hyfo- 


but inwardly « were ravening Wolyes, We 


them whom th. y pretend to. feed. Matt. vii. 


this paſs, that one ſaith, behold, he is in 
the Field; augther, he is in the ſecret 
Chambers; "4 a third, in the Conventicl» : 


PREFACE 


They are ſufficiently ac quainted both <oirh 
e Jenorance aud th; Headinc|s of the: 
Vulgur, and apply thomſe;ves to them 
accordingly, following that known Rule, 


this untemper'd Mortar ao the Architects 


they at tho Jane Tims un- 


erg. 
Onur bleed Saviour forew; rnd his. 
Full wers of ſuch falſe Teachers, that. 
ould come to them in Sheep's Cloathing,, 
that is, with ſoft and ſmooth Pretences, 


maine the Flock, thut they may the more 
eaſtly de vou them, and mating a Prey i 


r5.. Theſe ho afterward deſcriv'd by: 
their divided Dialect 012 Jaying, Lo; 
Here is Chriſt, and another, there. Mat. 
xxiv. 23; 25. Aud coben T hings come to 


is Tims to hearken to our SFvour's Ade 
vice, Belie ve them not, and go not aſter. 
theme 


PFREFS CE: 


The Aioſtles likewiſe foretold of ſuch S. 
Aucers, that would ariſe in the latter 9 In 
3 ſpeaking perverſe Things, to draw Diſci- fit 
ples aſter them.: Deſcribing them ſome= | 
times. ty: their. deſpiſing. Dominions, ant. RE 
ſpeaking Evil of Dignities: Acts xx. 29,, Yh 
30. At other Times more plainly pointing Att 
ad them, by their creeping into Houſes,, IFC 
and leading captive filly Women, laden. 
with divers Euſts ; Jude, v. 8% thus bes. 
Suiling: the weaker Sox, who being led more. 
by: thiir Paſſions ibu Reaſon, are more 
eaſlyſeauced by them. 2 Tim. zii. 6. Atta; 
thercfore Wwe are Bt PP) to mark thema 
that canſe Diviſions, and avaid them; 
for they ſerve not our Lord Jeſus Clif... 
but- the'r-own Belly, and with good 
Wäörds, and fair Ape ches dcerwe. the 
Hearts Sethe Simple wm | 
View. H Cann 7 (7 ud H A eoſlax h 2 3. 
5 then fe . 2 Hrud us Of « falſe. ny Teach, FS, Tl os 
Eadie lebtle Tabanc tors old ( Fit. 
cer. P. ee. ) Vcecave t veru=nElcet 2 a 
n e. 75555 übe Si 18G; aan! nd Lea 
Lit ufaie nie um, 109 Hgople, nl % 
. "hs 192. 74 2 4 3; eil. 275 ta 2 falſè Tuſtuliati 
* e YN FAY Hr. e. 7456. Gude. 44 . Arz. 
Lee, , Ae Ell. 4. 2 ther U; wle. 
Tits 
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PREFACE. mw 


to hear and enunre ſound Doctrine, aud! 
{heaping to themſelves Teachers, having 
Titching Ears; by which Means they world 
turn from the Truth, and be turned unto- 
Fables. Both theſe Predictions are un- 
Lappil fulfld in aur Days, which affordfr 
too many fig Inſtauces both of the cunning = 
Craſtineſs of ſome who lye in wait 10 de- 
cerve, aud the too great Eaſineſs aud 
Villingueſs of others to be decerved by. 
ch that we arecertainly fallen into thoſg» 
perilous Times, iu which the Apoſtle fore- 
told that Men ſhould be lovers of them- 
| ſelves, Travtors, Heady, high-minded, 
lovers of Pleaſures. more, than lovers of * 
| God ; ifaving'a form of Godlineſs, but. 
E denying the Power thereof“; 2 Tim. 7it... 
J i; 2, Sc. of whom he wills all wiſe MHan 
i beware, and to turn from them, _ 
Indeed there hath*been ma Age ſince the 
Aboſtlos, why free from  Scorſpnatichs” 
Lad Im poſt o, ölit por i 1058 e a- 
IVa [nc v⏑mꝗẽ me of THI, GO gie lun 


* 


#1ppy- Daa mewifeb; like fus lies 

Egypt; theguſeſtill bus aim iu th Ears 
Vi People; und like th Frogs cruulinan 
rler, l bb. La ud, — 15 | 
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It vill not therefore be amiſs, to ex- 
poſe to Public View the Frauds aud Tul. 
facies of falſe Teachers, to lay open the 
Evil and Danger of them, that if ue 
cannot wholly cure the Schiſm, we may | 

- preſerve as many as poſible from the Con- 


; tagion of 1. 


Farecbell. 
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all their Aftions tend to deſtroy ande un- 
dermine them, p. 4. 


1 LETTER. VI. | 
Their Cenſuring the Lives and Actions of 1 
1 hoſe within the Church, the better to- 
Commend theirs who. Dj — from 1 
„ 
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their calling the wiſe Injuffions our © 

" Superiors, by the odious Name of Im- 
Poſitions, „% 60. 
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10 their keeping the People in Ienorance : 


i of tbe — ature and Danger of "F 


1 R. IX. 


the Scriptures to. ſerve their own Für 
. þoſe, "I N ate 
EET TZI. X. 


: Their confining the Offices of Kindneſs _ 


N to thoſe of their own Self, 
p- $6: 
Lz TT EI. XI. 


Their working upon the Weakneſs, the 
i Hue, aud Difcontents of the 
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2cople,.. 


People, to ſerve their own Ends upun 
_ Them, P 94 
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; Their  Protent uce to ee ian Liberty, 
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Their Pretence to better Means of Edufe- 
cation, . 


LerrEI. XIV. | 
Their Setting up and encouraging little 


private Schools of Philo ophy N 1 3 LO 


PoSTSCRIPT. os 

2 heir ſetling and maintaining 4 "vet 
Correſpondence among themſelves; with 
4 Copy 7 one of their late Letters, 


P. 1 
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-FROM A 


GENTLEMAN at Lutter worth. 


8 IR, 


$ the Tralits for the Manmm of Unrighteouſuef 
IN (7 mean the Fanatick- Parſons) are ſeeking whom 
* they may devour, ſo I am informed theſe Harpyes have a 
new Device to get Money from their deluded and*incau- 
t tious Audience, I have Advice from Newcaſtle, Leiceſ- 
ter, Harborough, and other Places that they cant all 
bey can from Heads of Families, - and then double the 
Burthen by diving into the Pocketts of Children and Ser- 

: vants, by adapting a Diſcourſe to the younger Frye, and 


then ſending their Turpins to collect according to their 


Zeal, or Ability, ſuch abuſrve and unreaſonable Practice: 

6 muſt by no Means eſcape your Notice, and ſhould be pub- 
. liſhed thro' the whole Kingdom : Theſe Holy Retailers of 
Divinity, do by Hocus Few get a'Shilling out of 20 or 
35 from every poor Girl they thus ſeduce tho it is all their 
ages, and fo others in Proportion, I ſay, this mufl 
not eſcape your Notice, becauſe I hear you are preparing 
; for reprinting The MYSTERY of PHANATICISM. 
If People would not be prejudic'd but read it with a ſin- 
-ole Eye and an underſtanding Heart, I think it might 
prove a Catholiagn to all thoſe Sons of F * and the 
Ne" Hope would periſh. 


1 am, 


—7 


Der Sir, 


Din, 9 
* Remember my Promiſe of giving you 1 
1 ſome Account of the Artifice of Di» | 
ll ſenters to ſupport their Schiſm: And 0 
— dug this Myſtery of Iniquity hatk 


> me Depths and Intriegues that are out 1 
ir f the reach of a vulgar Eye; yet there ov 
r fre other Devices that lie more open, and 
ay be caſily diſcern d by an ordinary 
4 Obſerver. 1 


* Ge hh 

fl And here the N= | 

f Firſt thing that occurs to our View, is 

Ideir great Zeal and Diligence in making 

re Wroſelytes; in which they imitate, if 

„ot outdo, the Zeal of the 2 

oh. compaſo Sea aud Landto make a Pro- 
elyte. Matt. 23. 15. 
This unwearied Diligence of the Pha- 

Hees, is remark'd by our Saviour as an 


B Inſtance 


Inſtance of their Hypocriſy. And th 


their utmoſt endeavours in hunting aftd 
Proſelytes, not for their good, but theis 


but eſpecially among the Richer WI 


Tong Grace to hallow and ſanctifie their 
Oppreſſion. In a Word, they fiſh'd for? 


ceeded by our Diſſenting Brethren ; the 


. 2 "ww 2 
: Wt l 3 a 
—— * 
_— a; 7 4 — * 8 1 
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kunnt, being too well known to need 


* this Head, are, 


Profelytes conſiſt. 2dly. Whence they 


„ ET + CI 


2 The Wyſterp Ter. p 


Jewiſh Writers, tell us how they u i 


own Gain; That they might ſome wall 
or other drain their Purtes after. the 
had drawn them into their Sect: Ther 
ipared no Pains among all ſorts of Pere d 


dows, whom by their ſubtle Attractiveſf 
they deſpoil d of a great Part of thciJy 


85 Subſtance: The Scripture hath recordedſt 


of them, That they deveured Widow 
Houſes, Matt. 23. 14. by their long 


Prayers; which they made to ſerve as a} 


Proſelytes every where, and made a Prey 
of all that they drew into their Net. 
And herein they are equall'd, if not ex- 
Art and Induſtry uſed , them to this 


any Proof. 1 
The chief Things to be remark'd un- 4 


*The Nins of n theſe| 1 
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Hoſely ted to. 
nd + thy 
7 uleWWaid : They are not any Perſons of 


5 a!tFducation' and Parts, who can fee 
 theif 


e wal Impoſture ; but the weak and illiterate 
thed 


Fulgar; whoſe want of Judgment rend- 
TheſFrs them the more eaſy and liable to Se- 
rſons uction. 

WiJ And here their great Buſineſs is to 
tiveHflatter aud humour the common People, 
theigwho are the ſole Props and Members of 
rdedfthe Conventicle ; being fearful and tend- 
10 
long] 
as af and therefore we are told by a wiſe Ob- 
. ſerver of their ways, That the People 

OI 
rey Paſtors muſt follow them whom they 
Jet. pretend to Conduct; which ſhews them 


ex- to be rather Men-pleafers than the Ser- 


the yants of God. 


his But whence: are theſe Proſely tes 


ed; taken; Why, out of the Parochial Eſ- 
= tabliſhed Churches, tor they can be taken 


in- no where elie; and we all know that the 
: Conventicle is made up of a few ftrag- 
ſcY gling Sheep gathered out of other Flocks, 
'y | * * and 


"R . And 34h). What they are 


For the Parties on whom this Game is? 


rough the Diſguiſe, and diſcover the 


Jer of difpleaſing them, left they ſhould 
fly off, and Das: fall with them; 


are moſt truly the Guides, and that the 


by the Diſſenters themſelyes acknowledgy 
ed to be true Churches of Chriſt ; thy 


out of Churches; a thing leyerely conf 
demn'd by the Puritans of old, in th 
HLrowniſts ; and by the Presbyterians of 


aries.” If you will- peruſe the Presby teri. 
an Writings, and particularly the: 700 
 Divinum Regiminis Eccleſiaſtici, the ev 
atteſt Book that hath been written buy: 
them, Toru will find this Practice of: 
by gatſherimg Churches out of Churche! 4 ; 


cc 
« Step-mother of Edifcation. 4 
| alter'd, That gathering Church out of 
Churches, which was formerly a heinous 
Crime, ſhould now become not only a 


harmleſs Thing, but a neceſſary Duty? 


as a grievous Faction, ſhould now be ſo 
carnatly” contended for, as if it were tbe 


2 The Nyſtery Lr. 
and drawn from the true Fold ot the C: 4 
tholic k Church. 


Now theſe Parochial Churches bein 


can be no other than gathering Churchd 


* 
late, in the Independents, and other Sech 


* and ſetting up ſeparate Meetings a- 
« gainjt an eſtabliſhed Church, bitterly Þ 
mvergh'd againſt as the Mother of Cou-1 
« fuſion, the Narſe of Schiſm, and the 


How comes the Caſe then to be thus 


And what was ſo fiercely diſputed l 


Kan 4% 


he ©: a7. 0 Phanatiriſm. 5 
' "Faith once delivered to the Saints? What 
bein it. that hath made this Change? Is 
vlecg ice of a ſudden turn'd into Virtue? Or- 

; cath the Mother of Confuſion chang d 
ch Ihe Breed, and brought forth a purer. 
con Way of Worſhip and Devotion? No 
n thſthe Miſtery of it is, That the Presby te- 
15 oFians upon the Diſſolution of the Govern- 
Sea, ment, which they had in a great Mealure- 
7 beeaGon' d, fed themſelves with hope of 
being uppermoſt and labonred hard to 
ex. „ring the other Sects, that grew up un- 
n n by der them, to the lure of their Diſcipline ; 
e % and then ſetting up Altar againſt Altar, 
hel, land gathering Churches out of Churches, 
| al were vile and abominable Things; bur 
erh finding themſelves oppos d, and indeed. 
Au., over-top d by the Incependents, and by 
they the Re- eſtahliſnment of the Church upory 
Fits antient Foundation, utterly. defeated: 
Jof all their Hopes, tfey began then to 
play the Game. Game, and leſt they 
uf ſhould be left in the Lurch, fell gather-- 
/ a ing Diiciples as faft as the other Secte-- 
> FF ries. And then all their own Arguments 
at taken from Peace and Unity;. which 
ſo Were very ſtrong whilſt they, made for 
be 3 Them, of a. ſudden loſt. all their Force 
thi 8 E „ Ra 


IS 
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6 The MNpttery. Lr. 1 
when they were turned againſt them, 
Moſt rare and well- grounded Divinity! 

But what is it that theſe Induſtrious 
Men ſeek to make Proſely tes to? Is it 
to the embracing of Chriſtianity, or the 
Practice of real Piety and Virtue? No; 
this were a very charitable and com- 
mendable Zeal indeed; but 'tis to a Par- 
ty, a Faction; to a Schiſm, or Separe- 
tion from a true Church, which theyg 
themſelves have branded for the ſink oi 
Error, and the Inlet of all Confuſion.® 
So that if the People would but opens 
their Eyes, they might eaſily ſee theirs 
Leaders acting againſt their own Princi- 
phes, and might condemn them out 1 
: their own Mouths. 2 
But what is the End or Deſign off 
this great Diligence in making Proſely es 
Why, the plain Deſign of it is the weak- 
ening the eſtabliſhed Church by drawing 
the Members from it; the ſtrengtheningy 


their own Party by adding Followers to 


zt, and by Degrees undexmining the Go- 
vernment 3 in Church and State, to draw 
the Power and Intereſt of both into their 

own Hands. Great. and noble Deſigns 
indeed h not for the publick Good, but 
theiz own rate Intereſt and Ambition 


And 


Let of Phanatitim. »7 
And yet theie apparently lie at the Bot- : 


tom of theſe Enceayours. = 


Now this wall lead us to Conſider the 
Evil and Danger of ſuch Practices, and 
that as well to the Parties Protelyted, as 

thoſe that Proſelyte them. 


St. Paul ſharply rebuked this way af 


Proſely ting, or Party-taking among the 
_ Cirmthians, though they made ſome of 


the Apoſtl.s, yea, Chriſt himſelf to be 
one of the Heads of tlie Party; while 


one ſaith, I am of Paul, another Ian of 
2 auot hen I am of Cephas, ano" 

er I am of Chriſt ; are ye not Carnal, 
aud walk as Men? Yes, as the worſt 
ſort of Men; for ye divide Kingdoms, 


rend Chuches, and tear in picces the very 
Body of Chriſt. 
Oar Bleſſed. Saviour was ſo far ſrom 


commending the Zeal of the Phariſces 
in making Proſely tes to their Sect, that 


he pronounc'd a Woe *#gain{t them for 
it; and with- all told them That they 


made them rœα⁹αãꝗ u more the Children d 
Holl then th mio luss. And Joſephus tells 
us, that the Diſciples out did their 


Mafters ; for they not only became worle 


than they were before, but exceeded the 
Tbariſces themſelves in their Hypotiy 
DR and 


SS The Myſtery Lr. I. 

and Unbelief. The The Imitation out- 
went the Original, and the Diſciples en- + 
couraged by their Doctrine and Example, 
became much more the Children of Wrath- 
and Diſobedience than they were before. 
And hath it not happen'd thus- with. 
many of the Diſſenters Diſciples, who 
like apt Scholars have outgone their Ma- 
ſters? For when they had drawn them 
from the Church, have not others ſtart- 
ed up who have drawn them from their 
Conventicles? Are not the ſeveral Heads. 
of the Faction tugging hard to draw 
Diſciples from one another? And muſt 
not the People. be mightily. Edified' |} , 
 #think you) to be thus drawn about as 4 | 
38 with a Gare Rope and led from one Secret 
to another by the Cords of Vanity? Vea, 
Have not ſome by this means been dran 
into Atheiſm and Infidelity; and while 
the contending Parties have been ſtriving 
for Proſely tes, have not many loft all 
their Religion in the ſouffle?: This is too ö 
well known by wofal experience. 85. | 

that theſe cannot be term'd Profelytes of 
Righteouſneſs; nor are they mird in- ] 

to a Myſtery of Godlineſs, but — — 

being drawn into a Schiſta ?: which if wil-- 
tully- perſiſted in, muſt cut them off from 
r 


; 
ö 
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; 
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* 
? 
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Lzr. I. of Phanatitiſm. 
the Body of Chriſt, and not only deprive 


them of. the Fellowſhip of the Chriſtian 


Church here, but for ever exclude them 


from the Community of the Saints here- 
after. 


Neither doth the Danger bertof affed 


3} only the Perſons educed by them, but 
hath a malign Influence upon a whole 
Church and Kingdom, and is a publick 
as well as a private ] Miſchief; for every 
one that is drawn into a Party, is in effect 

] lifted againſt the Government; and he 


that 1s Proſely ted to a Sect, does thereby 
become an Enemy to the Peace and 


Welfare of his Country: For ſuch as theſe 
draw from the Church to ſupport a Com- 
bination againſt it, and ſo weaken the 


Whole by ſtrengthening 4 Party. 
You know it muſt go ill with the 


4 Body, when the Blood and Spirits which 


ſhould cheriſh the Heart, and fortify all 


the other Members, 1 their natural 


Courſe, and run only to feed a Diſeaſe, 
Exereſcence, or corrupt Humour: Nei- 


ther can it fare better with publick Bodies 


and Societies, when that Strength which 


mould be united to preſerve the Whole, 


is carried off to ſupport a Faction; and 


the Bond of Peace and Unity, which 


ſhould, 


3 P Hop or ng ens” 4 rs VE ov ea I 
wn 


ſhould hold the Parts together, is brok- 
Uſe of by Diffenters to gain Proſely tes, 


| theſe ſhall be the Subject of the enſnint 
Letters. 1 am, 
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en into ſeveral Sects and Diviſions. 
But what are the Arts that are made 


and thereby to-uphold, increaſe; and pro 
pagate their Schiſm, the Diſcoyery of 


SIR, 


Tur affectionate Friend,. 
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87 8 


[1 Gave you an Account in my laſt, of 
the great Diligence and Induſtry of 


Diſſenters in making Proſelytes, and 


drawing Diſciples after them, together 
with the Evil and Danger of their ſo do- 


ing. But 


Y n are fatisfied (you tell me) of this 
their great Deſign in endeavouring to in- 
creaſe and propagate their party; but 
you would fain know by what Arts and 
Methods they effect it; that is, how they 
thus lead the People by the Noſe, and 
draw ſo many after them, And here to 
omit ſome of their lefler Arts of in- 
veigling the People, as by affected Tones, 
mimical Actions and Geſtures, Sc. which 
you know, have a might v Force to draw 
the Multitude : 1 fay, to paſs by theſe, 
I ſhall give you an account of jome of the 
principal Artifices they make Uſe ol to 
compaſs their ends. And the Ts 

Firſt 


2 The Myſtery Lv. II. 
Firſt I ſhall mention of theſe, is their 


Pretence to greater Light and Know- 


ledge than other Men: And herein they 


are The Followers of a Sect in the Apoſtles 


days, known by the Name of (n9/ticks ; 


who were ſo calPd from their boaſting of is 
greater Light, and eſteeming themſelves * 

the wiſeſt and moſt knowing of all 
ä 


Nov half an Eye may ſee how ekadt⸗ 
ly they are imitated by the Sectaries of 
our Days, who talk much of higher Illu- 
minations, and make frequent Boaſts of 
their greater Meaſure and Degrees of 
Knowledge. Nothing is more common 
in their Mouths, than Coſpel-Diſcoveries, 


Goſpel- Manifeſtations, new and clearer 
_. Revelations; all which are made chiefly, 
if not only to them; W en as others (poor 


Souls!) are ignorant, and know nothing 
of theſe Glorious Things. They delight 


to ipcak of the Dar kneſs of former Ti imes, 
and what a glorious Meridian-Light is 
broke out in their Days; which they 
make to ſhine with a brighter Luſtre up- 
on them than any others. You ſhall often 
hear them pity the Ignorance of ſome 
Men, who, perhaps, know more than 


rhemiclyes, and pleaſe themſelves with 
the 
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ments, as it the Day. ſpring from high had 
2 Lifted them, whereas others were mere- 


| ly be-nighted, and left to walk on ſtill 
In Darkneſs. Their Teachers too arc 


| Filling enough to cheriſh in them this 
Fain Conceit of their great Knowledge, 
Tan they may the more admire them 
ſrom whom they have it; this makes 
Inem talk of others as blind ignorant 
Preatures, void of any Saving-Know- 
Edge of Chriſt, and the Myſteries of the 


Poſpel; that they have Scales before 


Air Eyes, that are never like to dro 


Iff, till they Hear their Teachers, and 


Tcpouſe their Party. Thus do they ap- 
laud the Clearneſs and Perfection of 
Peir own Knowledge, and lament he 


Lack of it in other Men, though many | 


mes much Wiſer than themielves. 
Now how ſerviceible this is to uphold 
Ind increaſe the Party, is obvious to ob- 
rye; for the common People being in- 
mpetent Judges of true Wiſdom, are 


ily impos'd upon by the bare Scm- 
ance and Appearance of it. 


Beſides, this ſo far gritifies the _ 
2 and Vanity of Men's Minds, as 


C makes 


the Thoughts of their higher Attain- 
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makes them willing to hear ken to thoſe ; 


that thus ſoothe and flatter them. 


Yea, this Artifice hath deceived ma- 
ny a well-meaning Man, who though, 
willing toe know and embrace the Truth, 
have been unhappily miſ-led by theſe ?, 
_ falſe Lights, out of the Ways of Truth 
and Peace. So that this Wile hath an 
_ eaſy and natural Tendency to deceive, } 


and hath dane the Party great Service. 


But what hath been the Effect of this 
Stratagem? Why, the Evils that have 
been produc'd by it are many and great. 
As Firſt; It hath occaſioned a great 
deal of Pride, and made many ignorant 

People talk and look ſcornfully on thoſe 
that are far above them, both in Parts # 
and Wiſdom; Knowledge puffeth up, 
faith the Apoſtle, 1 Cor. 8. 1. Lea, a 
vain Conceit of it will have the ſame 
Effect, though the Reality be wanting: 
A ſmall Matter will puff up a Bubble; 

and ſome are ſo prone to this Evil, thit 
a little thing will make them look biz, 
and apt to ſwell with a high Opinion of 2 
their great Wiſdom. This makes them 
 Hezdy, Confident, ard 1 think- 
eachers 

and taking upon them to inſtruct their 
19 2 „„ Oo 


ing themſelves wiſer than their 
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: Betters, without any regard to their 


ceit of Knowledge hath lifted ſome of 
them to that high Degree of Arrogance, 


bove the Holy Scriptures, and to prefer 
n tions. Again, 


n 24%. This Pretence of greater Know- 
Hedge occaſions great Contempt and Diſ- 


Fcſpy the Errors in the Adminiſtration of 


gare not drawn up by their Model, and ap- 
XL Fthink beſt : They talk much of a Judg- 


to the Judgment of their Superiors, and 
55 Ipy the Help of it can lay afide all Laws 
and Canons made for publick Peace and 
-| Order. And what a pernicions Influence 


he Thing, but our daily and doleful Ex- 


rs 


Learning or Office; yea, this vain Con- 


as to ſet up their Light within them a- 


*their own Dreams before Divine Revela- 


obdience to Authority; for theſe Opini- 
Fanative Men ſoon become Wiſer than their 
(Governors; they ſee farther into Matters 
Ithan all that are above them, and ſo can 


Affairs: Hence you ſhall find them ta- 
Jing the Actions of their Superiors, finding 
Fault with their Conduct, and quarrell- 
| fing with all Orders and Conſtitutions, that 
pointed as they in their great Wiſdom. 


„ment of Ditcretion, which they oppoſe 


his muſt have, not only the Nature of 


C2 perience 


x n 
3 Cv , 
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perience may eaſily inform us. Moreover, 


34%). This overweaning Conceit 1 


great Knowledge, makes Men pragma-# . 
. tical Medlers in Things that belong not 


to them, invading the Office both of the 
King and Bichop; prying into Matters 
of State, as if they were all Privy 


Councellors; and Expounding the moſt 3 
difficult Places in Scripture with greater 
Confidence, than the moſt. Learned 
Doors. Hence you ſhall fee them 


creeping into Mens Pariſhes, as if nore 


were able to Lead and Inſtruct their 
Flock, without their Aſſiſtance, and 


thruſting themſelves into other Folks ® 


Buſinets, as if none had any Underitand- 4 


ing but themſelves. Again, 


. _ 4thly. This vain Conceit of greater 
Light, makes Men Obſtinate and Perti- 
nacious in their private Fancies and 


Opinions, though never ſo Falſe and 
Erroneous: We know how difficult a 
thing it is to reclaim a Schiſmatick; the 


Conceit he hath of his own Knowledge, 
makes him think he cannot be miſtaken; 


the Infallibility he denies to the Pope, 


he aſſumes to himſelf, and vainly 


thinks, that if other. Men did but ſee 


with his EIS. ny: aint ſoon diſcern 
the 


4 
7 
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the Truth; and this would make them 


Rs ne 


be, always in the Right; and that 'tis 
not poſſible for fo enlightned a Perfon 
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1 his own Conceit, (faith Solomon) there is 


them; and never fo much as dreaming 


14 that they can be deceived; pity an 4 | 


3 ſigh over others as a Compare of igno- 
1 rant, blind, ard deludec Wretches; 


2 Jfondly to applaud and admire them- 
ſetves, and to look down with Contempt 
* and Scom on others, though much wifer 
* than themſel ves. Theſe; and many ather 


2 are the fad Effects:of this Artifice, and 
ng plainly proceed ſrom Mens Aatrering 


4 themſelyes and others with art Opinion 


fay and do even as he takes himſelf to 


as he to be in the Wrong; And what 
E Hope can there be of reclaiming ſuch 
a one, who is reſolv'd and arm'd againft 
1 Eonvidtion - ? Seeft thon a Man wiſe in 


. more Hope of 4 Fool than of him, Prov. 
I 

4 3 Laſth, This vain Opinion of greater 
* Knowledge, makes them to deſpite, 
1 2 Cenſure, and condemn the Actions f 
other Men ; for thinking themſelves = 


only in the Right, they take all others 
; to be out of the Way that go not with 


| Thus are they by this Means bronght 


41 
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of their greater Light and Knowledge. 


Now to ſhew the Vanity of this Pre- 
tence, we may obſerve. 
Iſt. That the greateſt Pretenders to 


Knowledge, have eommonly the leaſt 


Share of it; a Smatterer in any Art or 
Science, that hath ſcarce Knowledge 


enough to ſee his own Ignorance, uſu- 


ally boaſts of higher Meaſures and De- 


grees of it, than a wiſer Man that ſees. 
much e into it will pretend to, 


who being ſenſible of his own Peſects, 4 
and how far ſhort. he comes of Perfecti- 


on, is commonly more humble and 
| modeſt : A wiſe Man (faith Salomon) 
feareth and departeth from Evil; but the 
Fool rageth and is confident, Prov. xiv. 16. 
If any Man think he knoxweth any Thing, 
bs knowweth Nothing yet. as be ought to- 


know, 1Cor. viii. 2. We read of ſome that 


take upon them to- be Teachers of 


otbers, when themſelves need to be 
taught. the firſt Principles of the Oracles 


of God; and of others that are c r learn 


7g but ncver- come 10 the Knowledge of | 


the Truth, 2 Tim. iii. 7, © Twas well 
obfervd by my Lord Bacon, that a. 
little Knowledge is apt to puff up, 
5 and IMA KC Men. giddy, but. a greater: 
5 Share: 
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Share of it will ſet them right, and 
bring them to low and humble 
& Thoughts of themſel ves. 
So that this Pretence of greater Light, 
1 s but a Covering for their Deeds of 
5 Parkneſs , and if the Light within them 
e Darkneſs, how great is that Darkneſs; 
Matth. vi. 23. Beſide, 
24%, This Boatt of greater Know 
edge is a great Bar to all Growth and 
Increaſe in it; For what Need have 
Kurs to labour for that, of which they 
think they have ſo great a Share already? 
This will breed not only a Neglect, but 
4 Contempt of all the Means of Know- 
Lage; it will make them deaf to In- 
ſtruction, and to ſhut their Eyes againſt 
the Light, though it flaſhes -in their 
T aces: It was wiſely obſerv'd by the 
woman Orator, multi ad Sapientiam per- 


*Y 
I 
— 
5 74 


Fe "A 


. e . niſi 2 jam, perveniſſe putaſ 


ſent : Many might have attain'd to 
f Wüdom, were it not for a vain Con- 
F* ceit that they had attain'd it already. 
And indeed, there is no ſuch ignorant, 
: Earrogant, and incurable Fop, as a gifted | 
Brother full of his Viſions and Revelati- 
f Jens, who oro to be above Ordinan- 
4 f ces, 
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ces, and to be Wiſe above that which if : 
written, - -:-- 
Laſtly, This vain Conceit of greate 
Knowledge, oft-times leads to a judicii $_ 
Blindneſs; and they who are ſo apt ti f. 
reprobate others, are themſel ves given uf 
to a reprobate Senſe; that in ſecing, the) 
= Wo but not perceive : ; and iu hear. 
ould hear, but not underſtand 
We read 2 the Gnaſticks, that —_ the 
profeſſed themſelves to be w9i e, they be- 

. = Fools; wr beim vain 3 y 
dinations, their fooliſh Hearts were dar. 
 kened, Rom. i. 21, 22, God Almighty | 
put out that Light which they 10. 
pretended to, or wilfully abus d, and ſuf- 
fer d them to grope on in thick Darkneß, A 

And the ſame Apoſtle tells us of others, 
who for nat recerving the Truth in the | 
Love of it, «were gruen up to believe à Lie, 
and carried away with ſtrong Deluſſone, 
2 Theſſ. ii. 11. And this, tis to be feard 
is the Caſe of too many Sectaries in our | 
Days, who withſtand the cleareft Evi- 3 
dence of Truth; and harden their Hearts 
againſt all Convi&tion: Nothing can make 
them ſcnfible of the Errer of their Way „ 1 
tho' it never ſo plainly appear to be ſo, 
t- will obſtinately _ in their =| 
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1 uperiors the Inſtructions of their Teach- 
qy rs, and the Example of wiſe and holy 


cn | in a fatal Security, and Scal'd up 


hmented by, 


ourſe againſt all the Commands of their 


en in all Ages; as if they were lull'd 


I aer final Impenitence. N 1s much 


22 


8 1's, 


a ſecond, and that is a Pretence to greater 
Strictneſs and Sanctity than other Men; 
and herein they are the Succeſſors of the : 
Phariſees ; who beſide the exacter Know- 


ledge of the Law, pretended to the ex- 


acteſt Obſervance and Obedience to it; E. 
hence wo find them ftil'd the ſfricteſt dt 
of their Religion, Acts xxvi. 5. and are 
ſaid to teach and act according to the per- 
fect Manner of the Law, Acts xxii. 3. 
Our Saviour himfelf brings in one of them 


boaſting of his greater Piety, and taking 


the Boldneſs to tell God Almighty in his 
Prayers; that he was not as other Men, 
Extortioners, Utyuſt, Adulterers, or the 
like, Luke xviii. 11, 12. but had led a 
LE RTE Aricter | 
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Find by your laſt, that you are ſufſ- 
ficiently ſenſible what great Service 
the Pretence of greater Light and Know- 
ledge hath done the Diſſenters, and that 
you plainly ſee the Fal ſhood and Malig- ' 
nity of that Artifice. I proceed now to 


. 
* 0 

: pets td 

aft, 9 


of Righteouſneſs than other Folk; and 


Iſt God and the World ſhould doubt of 


the Truth of it, he proceeds to many Par- 


ticulars, vis. that he w frequent in his 
q Walt, punctual in his Tythes, liberal in 
bis Alms-deeds, &c. And elſewhere we 
read of other Parts of the Phariſees Righ- 
| | z that they were ſin Ober- 
vers of the Sabbath, careful of their Com- 
pany ſor Fear of being defil'd by them; 
long and loud in their Prayers; that they 


How well they are imitated by Diſſen- 


ters! in making a fair and Nane Shew 
Zof greater Holineſs, a very flender Ob- 
ſervation may inform us; for you may 

eaſily obſerve them to look more demure- _ 
ly, talk more religiouſly, and ſeem to 
pray more .deyoutly than other Men; 
their ſeeming Zeal ſhall carry them many 

Ja Mile toa Conventicle, when they may 
Year a better Sermon at Home in their 
own Church; ven, and ſet them Repeat- 


ing 
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Wes Life, and practis d a higher Sort 


enlarg'd their Philactcries, and garniſh'd 
the Tombs of the Prophets, as if they 
| gdeteſted the Cruelty of their Forefathers 
in putting them to Death; with many 
other Inſtances recorded by the Four 
Evangeliſts. 


= * — 2. 


24 
ing Sermons too which were ſcarce worth 2 
ſome Doctrines, that were much better 
doom'd to eternal Silence and Oblivion.“ Ne 

Thus do they ſeek to poliſh the out ward 4 


Holineſs; withdrawing from others as 


greater Stricinels. 


more flanting and pompous Shew, than 


. _ > "LC 2 — 
— ; 
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the firſt Hearing ; and thereby inculcate 


Garb with a fair and plauſible Shew of Ie, 


6141 


Sinners, and not only pretending, but as Pu 


to out ward Appearance . too à Be 


Now how uſeful this Artifice i is to up- F Abe 
hold and increaſe a Party, is eaſy to diſ- % 


cern; for the common People being led | 5 be 


more by their Senſes and Imap ination, the 
than any ſound Principles of Reaſon, are 4 gane 
oſten impos'd upon by the Outſide of | &:/ 
Religion; which many Times makes a Hit 
the inward Truth and Reality of it, 
which reſiding in the Heart, lies more 
hid and undiſcovered: By chis Means the 
Phariſces got a wonderful Intereſt and 


who by a Shew of greater Religion, ſo 
drew the Hearts aſter them, that *twas 
proverbial! among them to fay, that if 
but two went to feaven, the one would 
be a Krile, ani the other A Phariſe : 

And my. ordinary Eye may ſec ou rDil- 
{catcrs 


1 7. III. 


4 their Parties by the ſame Method. 


utile any more Religion than other Folk ? 
Po, they have more of the Shew, but 


a KGodline(s, as the Apoſtle foretold of them, 
I Wnt denying the Power thereof. Our bleſſ ed 


They. pretended to be better, were yet 


1 and within were full of Extortion aud Ex- 
125 their Prayers were all made for Va- 


go many Baits to fiſh for Honour and the 


2 Pithout. but within were full of Rotten- 
Wck and Corruption; and tho' they gar- 

iſh'd the Sepulchres of the Prophets, as 
If they hated the Wickedneſs of thoſe 
Wat killed them, yet they put to Death 
he Jon of God, the great Prophet that 
W253 to come, and would have ſhed the 
Flood of all that followed him: So that 


D 2 al 
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enters drawing Diſciples, and increaſing 


But have theſe great Pretenders all this 
| 4 ot of the Subſtance ; having a Form of 


T8: vious declar'd of the Phariſees, that tho 


<Fworſe than other Men; for tho' they had 
i Jthe Confidence to thank God the Cy were 
Int Extortioners, yet he who knew them 
: Petter than they did themſelves, tells 
them that they devour'd Widows 22 es, 


I” and Oftentation, and their Alms but. 


\pplauſe of Men; like whited Sepul- 
Wires, they appeared fair and beautiful 


26 The Myſtery 
all their Care and Zeal for the Memory of 4 
the Prophets, was only to hide their 5 
Cruelty under a Shew of Kindneſs; and 
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the garniſh'd Tombs were but the painted be 


Monuments of their own Hy pocriſy. In 
a Word, as they were ſolicitous about 
| waſhing the Outſide of the Cup and Plat- 


q 


ter, without mattering how foul and | . 
fluttiſh i it was within; ſo were they more Fe 
careſul to reform their Looks, than their Inc 


Lives; and under a Difguiſe of greater Phe 
5 Sandtity, contrived and acted the vileſt 


Enormities. 


Tell 
ple 


And are not the like Policies and Prac- i 1. 5 


tices too viſible in our modern Phariſees? 


hi. 


Who under a Mask of Zeal and Refor- 14 


mation, have conceal'd and carried on 2 
very bad Deſigns? Have they not a long R 
Time put fair Colours upon foul Actions? | 
And made Religion a Stale and Pander to 
the greateſt Abominations ? But that | 


Jes 


0 


: 


Cloak, which hath hitherto done them Ie. 


great Service, begins now to be worn, | 
out, long Uſe hath made it Threadbarc, 
and their Hypocriſy appears thro' the . 
Thinneſs of the Covering ; ; counterfeit FF 
Coin ſeldom keeps it's Credit long, Time 
wears off the Guilt, and diſcovers thei 
Baſeneſs of the Metal. 


Such is the In- 
conſiſtene 
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1 onſiftency of Falſhood and Hypocriſy, 
That it often betrays itſelf; and when the 
Paint and Varniſh is gone, Nothing ap- 


1 
+ tript of the Lion's Skin, ſtands an Ob- 


Happened to the Phariſees at laſt, ſor 
tho they charm'd the People a while, 


OE eee 


: ple to the whole Nation. 


But what is the Evil and Miſchief of 


his Device? Great every Way. For, 
4 | BY ril ; This Pretence of greater Holi- 


to 
MN. 


8 
?l | J 


' ub or over-turn the Government, to 
4 Hove Sedition, or alter the Laws and 
m onſtitutions, Religion muſt be pretends 
| ; i and then a ſeeming Zeal for the pub» 
ck Good, and Reformation of Abuſes, 


Y 1 s Neighbour, or put the Dice upon him, 
1 e pretends to Piety to hide the Juggle, 
4 Ts: under a Cloak of Religion, acts and 


a- 
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. Pears but the Deformity; and then the 
y pocrite, like the Afs in the Fable 


ect of Contempt and Scorn. Thus it 


2nd inveigled many into their Se by a 
Shew of Holineſs, yet the Mask at length 
fell off, and they became vile and deſpica- 


6] dels, is of-times an Inſtrument of much 
deceit, and helps to carry on very evil 
deligns; thus if any have a Mind to diſ- 


1915 all go: a great Way to compaſs their - 
i (ods. If a Man v ould effectually cheat 
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covers the ſouleſt Frauds. If he would F 
avreek his Malice, or gratify his Spleen a. 


gainſt any Perſon, he puts on a Shew of great F 
Meekneis, looks ſclemnly, and pretend F' 
the greateſt Love and Kindneſs, and ; 


thereby fecretly wounds and works | ls 
own Ends. Thus do Malice, Pride, Co. Þ 
vetouinels, Revenge, and other vile 


Th 

Enormities, lurk under this Ditguiſe 3 n 
and arc carried on under a ſpecious Shev 
and Pretence o Religion. Again, "Fl 
5 


241. This Device is a Mccking of Goch! \ 
and a high Affront offer'd to our Maker: 1 J 
for he that only gilds and paints the ont. 
ward Man, without any Regard to tht 
Heart, ſhews indeed an Awe and Rev} 
rence to Men, who behold and judge only 5 
by the outward Appearance, but betray 9 
an inſolent Contempt and Slight of Cod r 
who looks chiefly to the Heart, and re. 
quires Truth in the inner Parts; he thi 
-teeks only to recommend himſelf to thi 
World by fair Shews and Pretences“ 
without approving himſelf to God by thi 
Sincerity of the Heart, plainly bids Del 
ance to Heayen, and ſhews a greater Fea | | 
of Men than God before his Eyes. 3 
Laſtly, This great Pretence to Relig 


on brings oft-times 4 Scandal upon Rel 
Sic 


9 e 
"he 


i : A * 7 
ll 2 * £ 9. 2 
7 's a . 2 


Son it ſelf, and tends to deſtroy and un- 
&rmine it; for when thefe appear do be 
1 Fly Pretences, and that theſe great 
Mews of Holine' s are void of all Reality 
d Truttr; it' makes the Name of Re- 


"$4 deſpicable in the Eyes of the World: 


1 Ying it evaporate into Air and Formality. 
4 Yea, this naturally leads to Atheiſny' 
aid Infidelity ; for when Men ſee fo ma- 


@# Holineſs. and Devotion; this makes 
70 many think Religion itfelf a Trick, 


oy dubted, but the Atheiſm and. Infidelity 


og the preſent Age, is in a great Meafare 
. Fring to the. Hy pocriſy of ſuch Preten- 


ers. 
81 R, 
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gion edious, and the Profe ſſſon of it vile 


y ' his at once debauches and deſtroys Re- 
Rien, by drawing out the Life of i it in- 
b mere Shew and Appearance, and ma- 


3 vile Tricks acted under a Colour of 
Feater Holineſs ; when Faction and Se- 
tion are gilded over with a fpecivus. 
] Tictence of Zeal, and Men proſecute their 
Ambition and Avarice under the Enſfigns. 


h d ſo caſt it off as a Device of cunning 
n deſigning Men: And tis not te be 


. I ſuppoſe you plainly ſee the Deſi ign an! 
0 e Danger of this Artifice ſo much us d 


; - by - 
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hy our Diſſenters, which is indeed the 


Maſter- piece of their Craft, and the prin- 


cipal Engine to draw and deceive the Peo- 
ple; they know the Vulgar are cally 
impos'd. upon by fair Shews, and fait 
Speeches, and how willing they are to 
embrace a Religion that is ſo favourable 


to their Pride, Luſt, and worldly Inte. 


reſt, and puts them to no Trouble about 
the Mortiſy ing of either; for ' tis but to 
poliſh the outward. Man, and make: 
plauſtble Appearance of Holineſs, and 
they need not take Care about purifying 
of the Heart, or rectifying any Thing 
that is amiſs within; and 'tis no Wonder 


if ſo eaſy a Religion finds many Follou-J : 


ers. 1 am, 


815 


Tours, 


VCC 
FVV 
5 . 


aw BO 2p {ou 
1 e 1 
by 2 $25 Ws 
2 „ 5 
2 2 © Wo 
* r e 
* Woe * FRA 2 q 


l 
t 
| b 
7 
* 4 7 
8 3 
oy „ 

:. ( 
i= 289 ! 
* 1 

* 4 
. 

e , 
- 

1 t 
- LR 
4 

— 

* * 

* x & 

| 2 83 
23 WF: 

„ 

1 

7M 

©. > al 

55 25 Ga 

x 
LES 5 
2 © 
F 


1 


1 


3 ir 


5 


Jt] 


er. IV. of Phanaticiſm, 32 


4 18 : : & ; 5 . 4 s : 
= 7 5 0 fl 
we = Q . : 3 : 
6 * Fg 5 . 
| „ b ; ) 
7 8 5 : : : 
2 
] L 4 
1 9 


81 R, 


— ” Shew'd in my laft how ſerviceable a | 
at 1 Pretence of greater Holineſs is to 
to increaſe a Party, and create Diviſions, 41 


together with the Vanity and Miſchief: 
of that Artifice. 1 e in this 

ig to a if 

SY Third Artifice ales. by Diſſeaters to- | 

er that End; and that is, a Pretence to I! 

1 purer Ordinances, and a more ſpiritual 

Way of Worſhip; and herein they are 

1 the Succeſſors of the Cathari, and the 
Auer of old, who pretended to a 

better and purer Way of ſerving God 

than other Men; and ſo ſeparated from 
Jin as Saints of. a higher Form, and. 
1 * of a more rais d and elevated Devo-· - 
tion. 1 

And herein they are exactly imitated” 

1 3 our Diſfenters, who talk of Nothing 
more than pure Worſnip, pure Ordi- 
Inances, and pure Adminiſtrations ; all 

YG ubich they can anfine. to — anch 
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E + 3 
will not allow others any Share in them; 
yea, they fpeak contemptuvuſly of 
others, as ſerving God after. an old dead 
and dull Way of Forms, whereas” they _* 
pray in a more lively Manner by their 
own: Gifts, and have a more pure, ſpi- 
ritual, and evangelical: Way of Wor- 
ſhip. They revile the Church of Eng- 
land as Popiſh, and ftile its Worſhip, * 
Auntiabriſtiun Our excellent Liturgy 
paſſeth with them for Maſs-ſervice, and 
all its decent Ceremonies for Idolatry = 
and Superſtition ; the Surplice is a Rag 
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of the Whore of Babylon; bowing at 


the Name of Jeſus, is no better _ 2 
bowing to an Idol; and kneeling at 
the holy Sacrament, as bad as fling. 
down to a graven Image; they interpret 


the Form of Godlineſs, mentioned by the 
Apoſtle, to be a Form of Prayer; and 
the Piwer of Godlinefs, to be praying 


ould 


D 

Se 

4% 

$ 00 
*S 
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Extempore. One of them tells us, 
oy thatithe Reaſon why the World hates 
| * the Saints, is 3 they are a pray 
ing People: Now leſt you ng 7 
take this Malignity to-be directed againſt 
Forms, he tells you, no; Forms of Prayx 
er they can bear well enough, but tis the 1 
Power of: Prayer (that is, Extempore Þ| 
Prayer) Þ 
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pays that they can't endure; as if this 
> Fwcre a Slight of Devotion above the 
Reach of worldly and carnal Minds, and 
| only ſuited to the more heavenly and ſe- 

_ *Fraphical Spirit of the Saints. 

Now how ſerviceable this Device is to 
promote the Party, is eaſy to conceiye z 
for it mightily gratifies the anity of 
Men's Minds to think, that they are not 

' | Jonly more holy than other Men, but that 4 
they ferve God in a higher and better 11 
farmer than they; for this makes them 
A beli ieve, with the Phariſees, thit God 

* Zrepoices in them, and is mightily pleas'd 
with them; that they are infinitely dear 
* 2} to him, and that God is highly delighted 
both with their Perſons and their Prayers 
And who that had theſe Thoughts, 
would not gladly: enter into the Clak of 
3 ſuch Worſhippers? +» 

Again; this makes them think well of 
= themſelves, and creates no {mall Pleaſure 
and Confidence in their Ways, though 
never lo falſe and erroneous, to think their 
Prayers are better and more acceptable to 
God, than other Men's: This makes them 

E infinitely pleaſed with their Service, and 
2X cndears to them ſuch a Way of Worſhip: 

2 Yea, it not only tends. to inyite many 
into 


—_—_— . _— —  —— —  — — 
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into this Way, but to make them obſti- 


nate and pertinacious in it, to harden them F * 
in their Schiſm, and render it yery dif- 0 
For 


eult to reclaim them from it. 3 
But what is that great Purity our Dif- ye 
ſenters thus boaſt of? Is it a greater Pu- 
rity of Doctrine? No; for herein they NF 
acknowledge we agree, and embrace the © 
fame Faith. Is it a greater Purity of, 
Life? This is indeed pretended, but Ex- 
perience hath abundantly confuted this 
Pretence, and diſcovered the Hypocriſy. 
Is it then a greater Purity of porn (ſy "1 


( 


Yes, this is the great Thing ; for ours 
(ay they) is clogg'd with Ceremonies, | Tal 
and mix d and blended with the Inventi- 4 
ons of Men. 1 

But are not their Prayers the Inven- * 
tions of Men? Vea, do they not proceed | 1 


from the pretent and ſudden Conceptions 

of their own Brain? Which ſure cannot 1 
be half ſo wiſe or pure, as more deliherate | 

and well-weigh'd Compoſures: And as & 

for Ceremonies, are not their various and | 3 

antick ee in Prayer, which ſerre! 


— I 1 
_ 
WS Y 


ot 
"© 


| but to expoſe the Worſhip of God, far i 
Fi more improper and impure too, than the BY. 
decent Ceremonies of the Church, which |  þ 
x help to make it more uniform and ſolemn "| ä 


Poſtures and Actions, much more unbe- 


Toming divine Service, than a | gs and 


Avcll-order'd Devotion? 
1 But their Worſhip is more ſpiritual 
Than others, for they pray more VID the 
Spirit. 


1 | 1 How ſo ? Do their Provers 6 come more 
from the Heart and Spirit than other 
ens? For that is all the praying by the 


99 
; Spirit, ſince the ceaſing of Inſpiration. 


z 1 And who will preſume to judge of that? 


1 ea, is not the Heart more hinder'd and 


1 all'd off in their Prayers, by the Inven- 
4 ands? I hope they do not pretend te 


Pane did; if they do, they muſt work 


"= 4 Miracle that we may 8 them, and 
18 1 zen we ſhall reckon all their Prayers of 
d | $ great Authority as the holy Scripture ; - 

; Her cannot, they muſt excuſe us, if 
Je condemn their depending upon ſuch 
Pine and ſudden Suggeſtions, of great 


f aſhneſs and Preſumption ; and that 
5 Peirs is fo far from a more ſpiritual 


1,097 of Worſhip, that it is rather more 


Carnal, 
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I; not haſty Speech delivered in mimical 


ion of Matter and Words, than in others 
F hcre both theſe are prepared to their 


1 ray by their immediate DiQtates and 
0 e of the holy Ghoſt, as the 


36 The Myſtery Lr. IV.. 
Carnal, and ſcarce deſerves the Name of 
divine Worſhip. 
And yet here lies the great My ſtery 
of this Artifice; for theſe Men take 
praying Extempore, or by preſent Con- 
ceptions, to be pray ing by the Spirit, 
and ſ0o call it a tpiritual Way of Worif 
ſhip; whereas praying by a Form, f 
ſtil d ſtinting of the Spirit, and ſo thitMe 
muſt not be allow'd to be ſpiritual, vu B 
formal Worſhip; and by this Device n 
they ſet the Ears of the People a itching 3 
after the one, and turn them __ 
or make them deaf to the other. | 
Now this Fallacy may be eaſily ap 
parent to any, that conſiders, that ſome 
of the vileſt Wretches, and grearl 
Monſters of Impiety that ever live 
have been moit famous for this Talent oF 
Extempore Prayer; we read of ore 
actually in League with the Devil, wh 109 
had ſuch a Fleuency this Way, that , 
was admir'd by all, but could be inf 
tated by none that came ncar him; And 3 
WII any afcribe the Prayers of lach, 1 
Wretch, made up of Sorceries and th 
vileſt Abon ninations, to the Spirit of God 
Are they not rather the diabolical Su; 
gelten 


Vid Raviliac Redieixus, Major Were. 
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ions of the evil Spirit, and to be aſ- 
cd to the true Author the Devil, who 
he Father of all Lies and Impoſtures? 
. ad certainly he that conſiders what bad 
+ Mings have been vented in fuch Prayers, 
. Al plainly ſee it to be not only a Be- 
ng, but Blaſpheming the holy Ghoſt, 


Evil and 


MW cntitle them to him. 
ut } But 'tis Time to ſhew the 
e Heger of this Device. And,. 
ne irſt; This Pretence of purer Ordinan- 
and purer Worſhip, hath prov'd a 
P inciple of great Inſtability and Giddi- 
in Religion; for when ſome Men 
an to refine upon the eſtabliſhed 


n them; yea, does not one Sect continue 
l refining upon another, and God knows 
hen and where it will end? Have not 
e double and treble Refiners almoſt 
nd away all their Religion, and left 
le more than the Name and Pretence 
t? Is it not dwindled into Air and 


Mculation, and almoſt loft iy a Crowd 
1: W<ndlels Scruples and Diſputes? How 
0 le of the Life and Spirit of Religion 


cars in Men's Lives, and how few 


EN 


» 6 Ar 
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can ſhew their Faith by their Work 
ing and refining Humour. 


of People deſpiſe all godly Forms, th 
far more conducing to the Purity of Fall 
and Devotion, thin other newfangl 
Methods; for a Form of ſound Wolf 
may preſerve Soundneſs in the Matter 
our Prayers, and prevent Indecencies 


e unſound Matter, and many unſcaf 
ly Expreſſions may and do frequent 
drop from thoſe that uſe them. 


ſp ritual W ay of Praying, have encouff 


Kill flatter themſelves on the ſame 4 
count, that they are the Children of G 
and endow 'd with his Spirit, not wit 


have been apt to deſpond, as if tif 
wanted that which ſhould chiefly reco 


38 The MWyſtery Le r. I 
Which are the ſad Effects of this refonff 
Again; This hath made the Generali 


He Manner of them ; whereas exten 
ary Effuſions can do neither, for thay 


Moreover, many ignorant and wick 
Perſons, who have been eminent for ti 


ged themſelves in their Wickedneſs up 
the Account of this Gift, and too ma 


ſtanding all their Wickedneſs. 
Others again, for lack of this GY 


mend them unto God: And both of t = 


4 ET. IV. ot Phanaticilm. 39 
e thereby grievouſly deceived both 
mſelves and others. 

MBcſides, this Pretence of greater Purity 
M8 urally leads to Schiſm and Separation ; 
he that offers a purer Model, ſhall be 
e to draw Diſciples after him; and ma- 
Men being too much given to change, 
apt to hearken to any higher Offers 


Wo dream of Purity bak Perfection here 
his Life, and theſe will eafily liſten to 
Tenders and Adyances towards it: 

Wis will cauſe them to divide and ſepa- 


ing one another; for they that take 
0 WMn{clves to be of a higher Claſs, will 
man to join or converfe with thoſe of a 
* er Form; and as others {well in their 
a nghts and Conceits above them, ſo 


ommon- Prayer, were by the Indepen- 
an] other Sectaries told, that they 
E 2. made 


3 


Degrees of Purity; there are ſome 


from others, vainly thinking them 
Fes advancd to a higher Form in 
iſt's School, and to have attain'd to 
ter Meaſures of Perfection; which na- 
ny leads not only to ſeparating, but 


5 
| 
2 


a they make them too the Object of 
Contempt and Scorn ; hence we find 
Presbyterians, who had” declaim'd | 
ſt the Church for making an Idol of 


5 — OO — — 


1X. 
. 


made a greater and worſe Idol of tha : 
Covenant; and they who had ſtil'd ti 


5 againſt publick Order, and pretending 


pure, but peaceable, gentle, eaſy 7. 
1 2 free from Pride, ful of . 


Hypocriſy, James iii. 17, 18. If you N 
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Liturgy and Epiſcopacy the Cal ves 


Dan and Bethel, found after, the Dire | 
tory and Presbytery branded with tif I 
| fame Names, and they too eccounted ti 


greateſt Calves that moſt admired then 
Thus you ſee to what Pafs declaimif 


purer Ordinances, may bring Matters 
which cannot but give great Diſturbar 
to any Church or Kingdom; whereas ti 

Wiſdom that is from above, is not oi 


5 
45 
* 


Works, without Fartiality, and with 


bring the Pretences of Diſſenters to * 
Teſt, tis to be fear'd mene telel may 


written on them, they are weigh d in . 


1 cx an found Wanting in all uM 


Sun, 


Tour affeftionate Friend, 


cl 
1 - 


$6 
"Wo 


Þ 1 great Miſchief of ſoiſe Mens Pre- 
tences to greater Purity, and a more 


8 1 x, 


ith 
” of hey know the Holy Scriptures abound 
very where with Precepts and Exhorta- 


1 ions to Peace and Unity, and what pre- 
g Arguments and Moti ves are made uſe 


. If to that End. 


The firſt Things proclaim'd to the 
3 orld, upon our bleſſed Saviour's Coming 
to it, next to the * God, were 
Feace on Earth, and goo! Iii towards 


 Wctrine, whilſt he continued in it, was to 
wmote ard -1ive the higheſt Inſtance and 
ample of them, The laſt Legacy he be- 
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PLETTER V. 


Find you ſenſible in your lat, of the 


8 l Spirinual Way of Worſhip, and what 
{great Advantage they have given to 

FSctaries to multiply and increaſe their 
Parties. I ſhall proceed therefore to a 
Fourth Artifice made uſe of to that 
Forpoſe, and that is to cry up Peace and 
MUnity, though their Actions tend all the 
While to deſtroy and undermine them. 


Jen : The whats Courte of his Life and 


queathed 


- — 
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queathed to his Diſciples and Followers at 
his leaving the World, was Peace, which] 


hae will'd them above. al Things to keep] 


firm and inviolable; and his laſt Prayet 


was, they all mioht be one. According: 


iy we find the firſt Chriſtians, upon 
Chriſt's Departure from them, were all 
of one Heart and one Mind. And when 
upon the Spreading of the Goſpel every] 


where, this Bond of Peace and Unity be. | 
gan to be broken by the Inſinuations of ?. 
flalſe Teachers, we find the Apoſtles uſing] ? 
all Diligence to arm and caution all theif ? 


Converts againſt them, willing them tc 


endeavour to keep the Unity of the ii 


in the Bond of Peace, to ſtand firm to th 
Truth of the Goſpel, and to be perfea!; | 
join'd together in the ſame Mind, and thy 


Ame Judgment. St. Paul frialy Wal 
ned the Corinthians againſt falling in 4 
Parties, and following af Factions, to th. f 


Prep ice of Pea ace and Unity; : he heap: 


up many Arguments in his Epiſtle to ti“ 
Lzpherſiuus, to keep that Bond inviolate, 4 
and becauſe many falſe Teachers had cren“ 
in among the Philippians, he beſecch | 
them. by all the Endearments of Chriſtis 3 
nity, to be like-minded, being of one Ay j 


cord and one Mind. 
Now the Diſlenters knowing how Mmuct 


b e 
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Err. V. 


1 ceſſary to ſpeak up for it; 


of Phanaticiim. 3 


1 Peace and Unity are recommended and 


inculcated in holy Scripture, ſind it ne- 
hence you 


mall often hear them commend ing Peace, 
and ſeemingly very deſirous to have Love 
Unity preſerved and 
| | Chriſtians ; they frequently lament the 


promoted among 


|} meek, quiet, 
that gains them Proſely tes, who are made 
to believe, that to be Followers of them, 

is to be Followers of Peace. 


'Y Men! (ſay 
A 


find ſo much Hatred among Men; 
preach up Nothing more than Peace and 
Love, and are always praying for tha 
Peace of Feruſalem. 


fair Speeches and Pretences? Why, 
For none; 
"Q while the Wheredoms of 
Withcrafts are ſa many ? 


| Lack of Love in the World, and bewail | 
the Want of thoſedue Tempers and peace- 
able Diſpoſitions that ſhould unite us. 


This gains them the Reputation of 
and peaceable Men, and 


'They, good 
ſome of their deluded Diſcis 
ples) are all for Peace, they are ſorry to 
they - 


But what Truth is there in all theſe 
little 
Je hu, 
Je gebel, aud her 
Quid Verba au- 


For what Peace, ſaid 


diam, facta dum videam ? What Heed is 


40. be given to Words, when Deeds con- 
late them ? Their gathering Diſciples, 


and 


44 


and making Parties, are plain Breaches o 
that Peace, which they ſeem to cry up: 
and their Schitm and Separation a manifcall 


Breach of Unity ; what Peace had Zim- 
ri who flew his Maſter ? Do not ſome 
fpeak much of Peace when they are ma- | 

king ready for Battle? Do not many ſeen | 

quiet and harmleſs Creatures, whilſt 'ti 
not in their Power to be otherwiſe, who 


yet are all the while hoping and waiting! 


for Advantages, and want Nothing barD | 
portunity to break out into open Hoſtili- 
ties? Theſe are not the Sons, but Ene- 
mies of Peace, who ſeek to ſupplant what 
they would be thought to maintain; and 
- *tis but a falſe Trick to cry Peace, Peace, 1 
| when their Aims are Dominion, OT De- 3 

ſtruction. 4 


But what i is the Peace they us ſpeak © 


Why, *tis an Indutgence in their 
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8 up for? And what is the Deſign or Mean 3 


ing of it? 


8 


Schiſm, to be let alone to draw Diſciples N 
after them, and increaſe their Party, to N 
be allowed to fill their Conventicles, and 
deceive the Peopte without Moleſtation; 95 4 

this, like good peacea ble Men, they vil q 
be content with at preſent, till they cin 


become ſtrong enough to get more. 
So 


* 


Lr. v. of Phanaticiſm. as 
So that this is a falſe Peace, and is in- 


deed no better than a fatal Securitys 
whereby they endeayour to lull their 


Followers aſleep in their Schiſm ; and to 
blind the Eyes of the World, that they 
may not diſcern the Evil and Danger of 
TV. oe 
But there is another Branch of this Ar- 
tifice that muſt not be omitted ; and that 


is, their declaiming againſt Differences and 


Diviſions, when the whole Courſe of their 


Actions tend all the while to promote 


them. This Piece of Falſhood you may 


3 eaſily diſcover by an ordinary Obſervati- 
on; they | 
and Unity are neceſſarily deſtroyed by 


know well enough that Love 


Diviſions ; they are aware likewife what 
Advantage they give to the common 


Enemy, what Trouble they are to all 


good Men, and what Scandal they bring 
upon Religion it ſelf; and therefore they 

muſt not be thought to have any Heart 
or Hand in cauſing Diviſions, no, they 
are too ſenſible of the Evil, to be found 

the Promoters of.them ; they bewail the 
Diſtempers and Diſorders of the Times: 
* *Tis a fad Thing (ſays one) that Unity, 
„which is ſo good and pleafant a Thing 
* in the Eyes of God and Man, mane 


and making Parties, are plain Breaches of! 


that Peace, which they ſeem to cry up; 
and their Schitm and Separation a manifeſt 
| Breach of Unity; what Peace had Zim. 
ri who flew his Maſter ? Do not ſome 
peak much of Peace when they are ma- 
| king ready for Battle? Do not many ſecn | 
quiet and harmleſs Creatures, whilſt t 
not in their Power to be otherwiſe, who 


yet are all the while hoping and waiting 


for Adyantages, and want Nothing but Op- 
: portunity to break out into open Hoſtili- 
ties? Theſe are not the Sons, but Ene- 
mies of Peace, who ſeek to ſupplant what 
they would be thought to maintain; and 
tis but a falſe Trick to cry Peace, Peace, 
when their Aims are Dominion, or De- 3 
ſtruction. 
But what is the Peace they thus ſpea 
up for? And what 1 is the Deſign or Mean- 1 


ing of it? 


Why, tis an Indulgence in the! 1 4 
Schiſm, to be let alone to draw Diſciples 
after them, and increaſe their Party, to 
be allowed to fill their Conventicles, 9 
deceive the People without Moleſtation; 1 
this, like good peaceable Men, they wil 
be content with at preſent, till they can! 
= become ſtrong enough to get more. 


44 The Myſtery LET. V. | 
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Advantage they 


of Phanaticiſm, 45 
So that this is a falſe Peace, and is in- 
deed no better than a fatal Security, 
whereby they endeayour to lull their 


Followers aſleep in their Schiſm ; and to 
blind the Eyes of the World, that they 
may not diſcern the Evil and Danger of 


6. ; 1 
But there is another Branch of this Ar- 
tifice that muſt not be omitted; and that 


is, their declaiming againſt Differences and 


Diviſions, when the whole Courſe of their 
Actions tend all the while to promote 


them. This Piece of Falſhood you may 
e eaſily diſcover by an ordinary Obſervati- 
on; they know well enough that Love 
snd Unity are neceſſarily deſtroyed by 


Diviſions ; they are aware likewife what 
give to the common 
Enemy, what Trouble they are to all 


| 1 good Men, and what Scandal they bring 
upon Religion it ſelf; and therefore they 


muſt not be thought to have any Heart 
or Hand in cauſing Diviſions, no, they 
are too ſenſible of the Evil, to be found 
the Promoters of them; they bewail the 
Diſtempers and Diſorders of the Times: 
* *Tis a fad Thing (fays one) that Unity, 
* which is ſo good and pleaſant a Thing 
* in the Eyes of God and Man, mon 
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46 The Myſtery Lr. V. 
A be ſo little regarded. Tis much to be 
&« lamented (ſaith another) that there 
« ſhould be ſuch Diſcord and Diviſions 3 


found among Chriitians. 
Whence then ſhould theſe Dividons 
come? And who are the Authors of 


them? Not They to be ſure, for They, 
good Men, are bf for Love and Unity, 


though their Actions Proclaim the quite 
Contrary, and betray the Falſhood of 
their P<tcnc- s; They are only for Heal- 


ing our Brea hes, though They are all 
the whi'e mc king of Parties to widen and 


inereaſe Them ; They are for Uniting of 


Proteſtants, and-at Is ſame Time draw as 


many into Schiſm and Separation as they 


can. : 
But what boxe They to Evade this 3 
_ Guilt that lies ſo plainly at their Doors? 
Why, tis the Liturgy and the Ceremo- 
nies muſt bear the Blame, though no 
Chriſtian Church was ever without the 7? 
one, and no Divine Worſhip can be de- 


cently. or Orderly perform'd without the 


other. © Tis a fad thing (faith a giftd 
+ Brother) that ſuch Bones of Conten- 
„tion ſhould be thrown in the Way of 
„ Chriſtians; ſurely if they that Con- 


8 0 the Common-Prayer had dreamt 
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. LT. V. ok Phanaticiſin, 47 
e | ; « that it would create ſo many Diviſions, 
s „Tumults and Diſtractions, they would 
never have found either Heart or Hand 
8 4 to lift up to the Promoting of it. Alas 
1 | poor Man! he might have ſaid as well, 
5. that the Pen- men of the Holy Scriptures — N 
„ would never have wrote as they did, if 
e they had dreamt what bad Uſe Hereticks 
74 Land Schiſmaticks would make of it, and 
1 what perverſe Diſputes and Diviſions i 
1} | JF would be rais'd about it: Twas not the 
d Compoſing, no nor yet the i injoining the 
of Common-Prayer, which is a pious and 
excellent Model of Devotion, but ſome 
Mens raiſing a Duſt before the Eyes of 
7 the People, that they may not ſee the 


TI JV chulneſs and Excellency of it, that 
s? have created all thee Diltra®tions and 
" | 0 about it. 

no L But when theſe Men are preſſed with 
he their cauſi ing Diviſions, beyond a Poſſi- 
Ic. I Pility of a fair Reply, they tell us, that 


he there muſt be Hereſies and Diviſions, that 
ed rey who are approved may be made 
n- 1 ananfeſt, 1 Cor. 10. 

of | But muſt not the Authors Ny Abet- 
tors of Diviſions be made maniteſt too? 


M 
mt Pes not the ſame Apoſtle bid us to 
bat ark them that cauſe Diviſtous, and a- 


avoid 


ET. 
hure 
ces 


48 The Mpftecp Lx r. V. 
avoid them ? Signifying, that Hereticks 
and Schiſmaticks ſhould have a Brand or 
Mark ſet upon them, that they may be ſWutt 
known and ſhun'd by all Chriſtians, as em 
tze Bane and Peſt of any Ge and orf 
Kingdom. | Ne 
And now I think this Artifice is pretty rent 
well detected, and a vulgar Eye may iſciou: 
plainly fee the Evil and Danger of it: Ins tt 
for if heaping up different Teachers be ren 
not a Breach of Unity, and drawing Men d h. 
from an Eſtabliſhed Church, be not cauſ- {hin 
ing Diviſions, I know not what is: Does ace 
not the Apoſtle blame the divided Dia- ing 
| lect of the Chriuthiaus, when one ſaid, ther- 
I am of Paul, another I am of Apollo, 
And another I am of Cephas, &c. though 
they proceeded not ſo far as to break Com- 
munion? And if the bare crying up dit- 
ferent Teachers in the ſame Church, be 
' there branded for Schiſm, How much 
wider muſt the Breach be, when they Womot 
withdraw from the Communion of it, and 
ſet up ſeparate Meetings, and different 
Ways of Worſhip in Oppoſition to it ? 
This is plainly the Caſe of our Diſ- 
1 and if St. Paul rebuk'd thoſe 
leſſer Schiims and Divifions, of prefering 
ſome Teachers before others within the 
Church, 


zr. W. of phanaticiſm. 49 
hurch, as Signs of Carnality, and De- 
ces of Apoſtacy ; „ how much greater 
uſt the Fault be. to make a ochilm- 
2m the- Church, by dividing from the. 
Vorſhip and Communion of it? 
Neither is the Danger hercof lets ap- 
rent than the Sin; for this hath a per- 
Icious. Influence, not only .on the Per- 
bs thus ſeduced from it, who are there- 
rent and torn from the Body of Chrift, 
dd harden'd in a dangerous and deadly 
hiſm ; but on the whole Church, whoſe 
ace and Unity 1s thereby broken, and 
ing depriv'd of many of its Members, 
thereby weaken'd and laid open to the 
ſſaults of its greateſt Enemies, 
Theſe and many more are the fad Ef. 
as of this Device, and muſt be charg'd 
thoſe Craftsmen who talk much of 
ace and Unity, the better to ſupplant 
th; and declaim Diviſions, merely to 
omote and propagate them. I am, 
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Shew'd in my laſt the Craft of DS > 
ſenters in crying up Unity, and 4 Ky 
crying Diviſions; and how by th th 


Means they cunningly deſtroy the o Ar 
and promote the other. I proceed no no 
8 gelig! 


Fifth Artifice of theirs to ſpp E 
their Schiſm, and that is, their cafe ot 
ſuring the Lives and Actions of tho Wbvio 
. 
mend theirs who diſſent from it. 
And herein, again, they are tl 
Followers of the Phariſees, a great Pf 
of whoſe Religion conſiſted in cen{iſM; 
ring the Lives, and ſcorning the Pe 
ſons of other Men. Our Saviour hut : 
obſerved of them, Matt. vii. 3. that the 
were ſharp and quick in eſpying a MM 
in their Brother's Eye, when they cou 
not diſcern a Beam in their own. Thy 
beheld the Faults of others in a magni 
ing Glaſs, which made them aggrari 


Er. VI. of Phanaticiſm, 
MW their Failings, when all the while 
pey could fee Nothing amiſs in them- 


Enormities.. 
A learned Author hath. obſerv'd of 
hem, that they had an Eye upon eve- 


5 Man's Faults, great or ſmall, but 
W themſelves. = 

And herein they are exactly imitated, 
not outdone by our Diſſenters, who 


e Lives, and condemning the Actions 
If other Men : Is there any Thing more 
brious than this in all their Diſcourfe 
id Converſation ? With what Plea» 
ire do they inſiſt upon, and aggravate 
N Iider Men's Failings ? Hurting their 


i 


alumnies, which is the Arrow that 
lies by Day ; and ſometimes by ſecret 
Whispers, whieh is the Peſtilence that 


Es y 
1. 


Nut being {ſeen : How freely ſhall yon 
Pear 0 taxing the Actions, and tal k- 


8 


Elycs, and eaſily overlook'd their own 


Man's Life except their own, and 
Kitty concern'd themſelyes in other's 
Behaviour; they had a Reproof for eve- 


ere ſtill very favourable and indulgent 


flight in Nothing more than cenſuring 


| Peder Credit, ometimes by open 


Palketh in Darkneſs, and wounds with - 


F 75 of the e eee of. other Folk 2 
E 2 How 


52 The Myſtery Txꝝ r. 
How eloquent are they wont to be up 
this Subject? With what Heat and Co 
_ cer ! With what ſeeming Zeal u 

Warmth does this reviling Langu 
drop from them! Yea, do they rf 
place a great Part of their Religion 
cenſaring the Wickedneſs of the Time 
crying out upon the Badnets of Mei, 
Lives, and ſhaking their empty Her 
at the N aughtineſs of their Ways? | 
No you "muſt not think that thi 4 
Bolts are ſhot at them, or that any 5 


the Party are to be reckoned in t 


Number of theſe wicked Ones; N 
they are thofe righteous Souls in Soni 
who are vexed with the filthy Conv 
tation of the Wicked, and for Who 
Sake the reſt are ſp ared. It is u f 
Churchmen, and "they that follow ti 
Common-Prayer, that are guilty, of 1 
theſe Enormities: We find one of ther 
telling us in Print, © That they wh , 
like this Kind of Worſhip, are gene 
255 rally, Ignorant, Prophane, Super 
„ tious, Time-Servers, Fearful, Unbef x 
ah lievers, Haters of thoſe that are Goo! 
& Drunkards, Adulterers, Sc. Well 
ſaid, thou Accuſer of the Brethren! | 
throw Dirt enough, and to be f fare tone 


(| 


Wi 


4 


Cenſures and Calumnies ? Why, 


LET. VI. of Phanaticiſm 53 
will ftick. In another Place he adds, 
That they are generally Perſons much 
« reſtrain'd from the Life of God, and 


little acquainted with the Power of 


« Godlinels. Alas, good Man! he is 


5 griev'd at the Heart to ſee the Deadneſs 


and Formality of ſuch Worſhippers. 


: Another of theſe godly Brethren tells us, 
That the Biſhops are an carthly 
D; © Generation, and fayour not the Things 


© of God; and that there is more of God 


and Religion in fome one Congregation 


« of a filenc'd Miniſter, than in all the 


© Biſhop's Families in England. Are not 


theſe charitable and Clean-mouth'd Souls ? 


Or rather, are not their Tongues let on 


Fire of Hell? 
But what is the Deſign of all theſe ood 
to draw 
the People from the eſtabliſhed Church, 
and to perſuade them to come out from 
ſuch an unſanctified Crew; aud withal to 
invite them to the Conventicle, where 


they will find better Company, and join 


with the Aſſembly of the Saints. 
How ſerviceable this Stratagem hath 
been to inereaſe and Keep up the FurtYs 


is obvious to obterve. For 
5 This 


54 The Mpſtery LIT. VI. 
This gratifies the natural Pride and 
Ambition of Men's Hearts, who are 
willing to be thought better than other 
Mien; and are eaſily. perſuaded to heark- 
en to, and to believe. thoſe that tell them 
0. Again, 
This gratifies the Spleen ad Animo= 
ſity that ſome have againft their Neigh- 
bours, thus to vent their Malice in Cen- 
fares and evil Reflections on their Life 


and Manners; a Religion that allows and: 


commends theſe Things, muſt. be very 
grateful to Fleſh and Blood, and cannot 
want many Followers. Moreover, . 
Phis cheriſnhes in Men a mighty Love 
and Conceit ob themſelves; making them 
think, that they hate and abhor thoſe. 
Sins themſelves, which they thus cenſure 
and condemn in others. 

Hheſides, all Men deſife an cafy Religi- 
on, and would willingly go to Heaven 
che neareſt and ſofteſt Way that may be; 
now. what can be more caly than to Saint: 
_ tacinſeives by defaming others And who- 
would not embrace a. Religion that will 
indulge Men in their: Vices, if they do 
bug decleim againſt them, and cenſure 
them in other People? Vea, tis a pleaſing 
age delightful. Thing, to. ſome Perſons. WR# 
to 


ST. VI. of Phanaticiſm, 55 
to find Faults in other Men, for it gives. 
a ſeeming SatisfaQtion in their own Inno- 
|; cence,” or at leaſt gives them the Reputa- 
tion of their own. Freedom from them. 
In ſhort, this declaiming againft Vice, 
| and lamenting the Iniquity of the Times, 
gains them the Reputation of being) 
thought more pious than other Men, and: 
ſerves all thoſe fecular Ends they pro- 
pound in it: Our: Saviour tells us of the: 
i Phariſees, that they had their Reward ;. 
that is, they. gain'd the Applauſe of the: - 
World, and the Wealth of oihers; which: 
| were the T hings they aim'd at in their: 
ſteming Zeal; and this is ſuch-a plauſi- 
ble 1 profitable Pieee of Religion, that 
it will be ſure to have many Diſciples. 
Hut is it any Part of true Religion to- 
cenſure the Lives and Actions. of others? 
Or have they that uſe to do ſo, fewer 
| Faults. and more Religion than their 
5 Neighbours | ? No, in no wile; For 
| Firſt; This: is 10 far from being any 
Part of Religion; that tis none at all; 
Vea, tis quite contrary, to, and deſtructive 
of it ; for Charity is the Life-of Chriſtia- 
nity, and the Bond of PerfetFneſs, with 
ont which, he that liveth is counted dead 
© before Cod. Now. Charity, you know 
covereth: 
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covereth a Multitude of Sins; and is ſo fu 


from cenſuring, that it excuſes, what it 


may, the Failings of others, and rather . 


hides than diſcloſes another's Nakedneſs: 


He that wants this, may indeed have the! 


Shew and Appearance, but hath Nothing 


Home and reform our own Lives, not 


of the Subſtance and Reality of true Re- 
ligion ; for that makes us to keep at! 


ſend us abroad to pry into and condemn } | 
the Lives of others; and certainly, if we] 


can lay no Claim to Charity we have No- 


thing to ſhew for the Truth and Sincerity 
of our Chriſtianity. 


Again 24/y. They that are ſo forward 


to judge and cenſure others, are common- 


ly ſo far from being better, that they are 


worſe than other Men; their Want of 
Charity ranks them among the greateſt 
of Sinners; we find the Phariſees, who 
were Proud, Boaſters of themſelves, and 


likewiſe rigid Cenſurers of others, were 
by our Saviour condemn'd for the vileſt 


3 Hy pocrites; they laid heavy Burdens on 


others, which they themſelves would not 


touch with the leaf of their Fingers : And 
tis ſtill the Practice of their Followers, 


to commend themſclves by diſparaging 


of others and to raiſe the Trophies of 


their 


CCC Ri IT TI, 00240 


— 77 8” A ä * 
„ D . : 
A ma ; 2 > 4 . N 8 

9 TTT CCC 
3 5 * 3 Wis 0 


: x , . 
ES gu PRES BAIT Wes., 05105, 


> 7 dh as 2 * * 
* 1 8 D 
* 8 r k 
5 s g * Fa: ) q 8 ; + 7 8 8 
e I P e K ee 2 
N N 


LE r. VI. ok Phanaticiſur, 5 > 


their own Honour, upon the Spoils and 


Ruins of their Neighbours. 


Yea, this Practice is frequently made a 
Cloak, not only to coyer, but to a& un- 
der it the greateſt Villanies : : He that de- 


ſięns to urdermine, or put a Cheat upon 
bis Neighbour, mall mycigh bitterly 
againſt the Iniquity of the Times; and 


complain much of. the Lives and Man- 
ners of other Men; and by that Means. 


5 Heck to gain the Credit of a Saint, that he 
may the better act the Part of an Impoi- 


tor. They that have a Mind to advance 


themſelves, or to intrude into Places of 
Power and Profit, ſhall inveigh againſt 


the Perſons, and find Fault with the Ac- 
tions of thoſe that are employed in them; 
and by this Art ſhall oft-times prefer 
themſel ves to the hindering or diſpoffeſs- 
ing of better Men. 

Now this will lead us to conſider the 
Evil and Danger of this Artifice; for be- 
tide the many and great Injuries that are 
hereby done to Mankind ; 'tis uſurping 
the Throne of God, and intruding into. 
his Tribunal. J#ho made thee a Fudge a 
May be ask'd of all ſuch inſolent Cenſu- 
rers of other Men, who intrude into this 


Office without any Commiſſion. Judge 


Nothing 


5s Tye Myſtery Ter. VE 
Nothing before the Time, Gith the Apoſ- 


_ tle; fo that theſe Men foreſtall the Day 
_ of Judgment, and take God's Work out 

of his Hands, who thus preſume to fit in 
Judgment upon their Brethren, and pro- 


nounce Sentence in 'Things that bel 


not to them; Who art thou (faith the 
Apoſtle) that jndgeſt anather: Man's Ser- 
vant ; to his own Maſter he ſtands or 
falleth | ? So this is a high Affront and 
Indignity offered to God thus to arraign 
the Actions of our Fellow-Creatures : ; and 
without any Authority to condemn and 
paſs Sentence upon his Servants. 


And as the Guilt hereof is great * the 


Danger of it no leſs; for the Juſtice of 
God cannot ſuffer ſuch an inſolent Invaſi- 
on of his Authority to go unpuniſhed; 
 thinkeſt thou, O Man, that judgeſt another, 

that thou ſhalt eſcape the 7 udgment of 
| God No; they fhall have Judgement 

_ without Mercy, who ſhew no Mercy ; 


and their Damnation is juſt, who are ſo 


ready upon all Occafions to conderun their 
. Our bleſſed Saviour s Ad vice 
is, judge not, that ye be not judged; fur 
with what Judgment ye judge, ye "ball be 

juaged; and with what Meaſure ye mete, 
Hall be meaſured to you again: Let hin 
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Lr. VI. of Phanaticiſm. «59 
that is mnocent caſt the firſt Stone ; and if 


we cannot Jour ourſelves, we ſhould 
not be ſo forward to condeiin others: 


Therefore thou art imexcuſable, O Man, 


that judgelt ; for wherein thou Judgeſt anon 


ther, thou condemneſt thy ſelf. 


T ſhall conclude this . with that 
Advice given to the Phariſees ; thou 
Hypocrite, firſt caſt out the Beam out of 


th own Eye, and then foalt thou ſee 


clearly to caſt out the Mote our of thy Bro- 
ther 5 He. I am, 


S1 R, 


Tours, 


that is, 
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LETTER n 


SIR, 


[Yodiie that you have wall "ant; - 
 dered' the laſt ; 
ton 4 
Sixth Artifice of our "Dilſontins, and 


to ſtile the lawful and wiſe 
Injuctions of our Superiors, by the 
odious Name of Impoſitions; a Term 


importing more of Fraud ard Double- 
dealing, 
This comes ( ſaith one) to juſtify the 
Impoſitions; as if it were a Crime to 
vindicate publick Orders and Conſti- 
tutions; and to ſpeak up for them, 
were to be an Abetter of Fraud, and an 


than Truth and Juſtice in them. 


Encourager of Impoſture : If we tell 


them of the Unreaſonableneſs of Sepa- 


ration, they fly upon us with the Miſ- 
chief of Imvolitions ; and rather than 
own themſelves Schiſmaticks, will make 
their Governors Impoſtors. 
But what is the Deſign of putting 


this ill Name uppen good Laws ? Why, 


the 


on | ng now 


e plain Deſign is to keep the People 
um complying with them, and to 
Hider all Conformity and Obedience to 
them : Should they ſuffer them to paſs 
der the ancient Stile of Laws, Ordi- 
Wnces, or Injunctions, they might put 
a juſt Claim to an Obſervance of 
them, and the People be thereby tempt- 
to yield due Reverence and Obedi- 
ee to them; and therefore to prevent 
is, which would be the Ruin of their 
Eauic, they muſt give them a bad 
Name, which they know is the ready 
Way to make them deſpis'd. Noncon- 
brmity being a Breach of wholſome 
Orders and Eſtabliſhments, is wholly 
Bpported by Diſobedience to them; and 
Fcrefore they muſt not be call'd Laws 
Statutes, leſt the Guilt of breaking 
bem ſhould awaken their Confciences, 
nd ſtare too much in their Face; but 
hey muſt be branded with the black 
plaracter of Impoſitions, that they 
bay with the better Colour and greater 
kfety ſhake off the Obſervance of them. 
Ibis will ſerve to keep the People from 
e Church, where they are made to 
lieve, that they are only impos'd up- 
; and Keep them to the Conventi- 
| | G cle, 
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cle, where they are told they are mon 


uſeful this is to preſerve and Propagtt 
the Schiſm, is very eaſy to imagine. 


ters can ſhift of all the Blame of ih 
' Diviſions from themſelves, and lay tha 
at other's Doors; which is indeed 
great Piece of Art, and ſtands them i 


with the Danger and evil Conſequents 
our unchriſtian Diviſions and Separt 


Guilt of them from themſelves. and lh 
it upon the Impoſitions; they, god 
Men! are in no Fault, but they whi 
have made the Yoke of Conformity i 
tolerable, by laying too much upon th. 
Backs of their weak Brethren, and mi 
king the Burthen too heavy for thei 
are, Conſciences to bear; by this A 
tifice they ſeek cunningly to diſcharz 
themſelves of all the Troubles and Con 


is the true Cauſe of them; but upoif 
their Governors for impoſing | upon then 


fairly and fruly dealt with. And ho 


Again; By this Device the Diſſen ' 


good Stead ; for if they are charge 


ons, they preſently throw off al tag 


motions in theſe Kingdoms, which thei 
put not upon their own StubborndW: 
and Diſobedience to good Laws, whicif 


al 
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d making the Loke of Government too 
avy and hard to be born. 

But what are thoſe Laws which they 
x this odious Brand upon, and call by 
* e Nick- name of Impoſitions ? 

Why, they are the good Orders and 
Conſtitutions of the Church, appointed 
ly for the external Reverence and De- 
MWency of divine Worſhip ; 'tis the Litur- 
y and Diſcipline of the Church that muſt 

0 Fades this infamous Character, to keep 
eir Follewers from all due Submiſſion 
d Obedience to them. And as the firſt 
Tnemies of Chriſtianity arrayed the anc. 
ht Chriſtians in Bear-Skins and Goat- 
kins, that they might be the more wor- 
ed and baited by the Multituce ; fo 
ave the Architects of Schiſm put this vile 
Citle on wholſome Orders, to make 
em the more hated and abborred by 
e People. 
Hence we read, that when Kin 
Parles the Firſt, out of a pious Leal for 
Wc Vnity and Uniformity of all the 
hurches in his Dominions, ordered a 
Liturgy to be compoſed and uſed in the 
Durch of Scotland, which was no more 
an hath been practiſed i in all chriſtian 
ache, and well enough became a 
G2 .-: .- -chnlkizn- 
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they are no Way concerned in it, and! 
fright them from the Communion 6 


required of thom, and confequently then 
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chriſtian Prince to do; what loud Out 

_ Cries againit Impoſitions were raiſed © 
tome turbulent and factious Spirits in thy 
Kingdem? Who thereupon brake out! L 
en unnatural War and Rebellion again 7 
their lawful Sovereign; yea, and had tif 8 
Impudence too to charge all that Blo 7 
upon that pious Prince, which was wich | 
ecly ſhed by thoſe impious Trayto ; 
by which we plainly ſee the Miche 1 1 
- vs Device. Hos 
And though abundantly enough | nl © 
been written by our own and Fares 13 
Divines, to take off this falſe Impur Fr 
tion, yet they Cry muſt ſtill go on, t U 
continue and propagate the Schiſm. 5 
But what is it that makes the Burth * 
of Impoſitions ( as "or call them ) ' bu 
heavy? Why : % 


Firſt ; Tis the giving * Aſſent al - 


Conſent to all that is contained in, of , 
preſcribed by the Book of Commo 


Prayer. This they are continually bi 
Sing in the Ears of the People, thou 


the Church by their feigned and img 
nary Scare-crows ; for this is no whe! 


} 
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aan be no Reaſon of frighting them with 
mis Bug-bear, but only to keep them 
from oe publick Worſhip. The Mi- 

piſter indeed, who is to offer up the pub- 

| lick Prayers of the Church, is required 

to give his Aſſent to them: And can any 
| Thing be more reaſonable, than that he 
that is called to this Office, ſhould be 
ſatisfied in the Soundneſs of the pablick 
Devotion; Is it fit that any ſhould off 
ciate this Way, who doubts of the Truth 
or Uſefulueſs of the publick Service? 
BE Muſt not this occaſion great Coldneſs and 

Hypocriſy in the Worſhip of God ? If 
they think the Serving of God by the 
| Common-Prayer, be a Service pleaſing 
unto him, why can they not aſſent and 
| conſent to it? If they do not, how can 
W they be fit to officiate, or indced at any 
Time to join in the Uſe of it? 80 that 

this, if well conſidered, will be found ra- 
| ther a necdleſs Cavil, than a juſt Excep 
| Lion againſt the preſcribed Worſhip. N 
_ 24ly. The impoſing this, and no other, 
adds to the Weight of the Impoſitions, 
ad makes the Burthen tog heavy. 

How ſo ? Is it not a ſtanding Liturgy, 
WJ containing all the Offices of Religion, tut- 

hcient to all the Ends of Piety and De- 
| | Ds I Vvotion? 


65 The Myſtery — Len. VIE 
votion? Are not Peace, Unity, and Or- 
der, beſt preſerved by one uniform eſta- 
bliſned Way of Worſhip? Are Men im- 
4 | poſed upon, unleſs they are left: free to. 
what Way of Worſhip they pleaſe, which- 
neceſſarily breeds Confuſion and every 
evil Work ? Of this. our own fad Expe- 
rience may abundantly ſatisfy us, and 
withal phinly. thew. the Fallacy of this 
Arunce 
Now the Miſchief of ahi Divvide i is. too 
5 vifſible both in Church and State; for the 
cCrying out upon Impoſitions, and brand- 
ing good Laws with that odious Name, 
1 hath. kept many from all Obedience to 
4 them. In ſhort, this hath bred a. Con- 
i temptof Authority, and involv'd whole 
Kingdoms in Blood and Confuſion... 
But there is another Branch of this Ar-. 
tAcc, and that is, the Stiling the juſt Pe- 
naIries. of whokome Laws, by the hateful 
Name of Perſecution: This is a plain Con-- 
. ſequent-of. the former; for when. Men. 
| think themfelves impoſed upon . by pub-- 
7 lick, Orders-and Conſtitutions; they will 
ö ſoon think themſelves. perſecuted when: 
they-are:paniſhed for the Breach-of them; 
5 kence we find the Diſſenters often ſetting 
up the Cr Nor Terſerntigu A 
1 | Would 


ET. VII. of Phanatitiim. 4% 
would have their Governors to be thought 
Tyrants, and themſelves the Saints that 
ſuffer under them; yea, they compare 
their Condition to that of the primitive 
Chriſtians, and would make the World 
believe, that when they are puniſhed for 
the Breach of Unity, Peace, and Order, 
they are as much perſecuted, as thoſe firſt- 
[Chriſtians in all their. Sufferings for the 
Truth of Chriftianity, 

| But this Artifice being already fully | 
detected, I ſhall add no more kn bus 
2 van to it. I am, 
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ons, and the Penalties annex'd to th: 
cution; which hath made many too cart 
I come now to ; 
that is, to keep the People in Ignoran: 8 
of the Nature and Danger of Schiin, i 


bor elſe to feed them with wrong No tio 
and Conceits of it. 5 


Schiſm ; for though it be one of th: 


ing a tearing in Pieces the Body ol .* 


Che mpdern Lew. vm] 


-OU foe. the Miſchief of cali 
Things by wrong Names, as Rtilins ; 
rablick Laws by the Name of Impoſit N 


Breach: of them, by the Name of Per s 


id He: Wy 4 bs 4 wy OA «a Ak io wes 


leſs of the one, and fearleſs of the othe!, : 


A ſeventh Artifice of Diſſenters, Al 


Indeed the Romifh Prieſts are not more h J. 
ſtudious to conceal the nnn 1 


their Church, than theſe Men are to d-, 
guiſe the Errors of the Conventicle. 10 


This is evident in the Matter d 
greateſt Sins that can be committed, be- 


Chrift ; and as far excceds any oth! 
Vice, 
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Vice, as tending one Limb from another 
is worte than a corrupt Humour; yet the 
People muſt not know ſo much, the 
Guilt of it muſt be hid from their Eyes; 
yea, it maſt be look'd on rather as a Duty, 
than a Crime; and Separation from the 
Communion of the eſtabliſhed Church 5 
muſt be a Withdrawing from the Syna- 
gogue of Satan. It any Church-man ſhall 
preſume to ſet forth the Heinouſneſs of 
this Sia, or make fo bold as to charge 

Diſſenters with it, they are taught to call 
it Railing; and inſtead of referming the 
Evil in their own Perfons, muſt agree 
together to run down the Preacher; this 
is too well Known in Experience to need 
any Proof; for none ever reproved this 
Sin in them, but they faid he failed; 
and though i it be Leal * Duty in them 
co inveigh againſt the Faults of others, 
yet 'tis Malignity of Spirit, and hatred 
of the Power of Godlinels, to lay open 
their Miſcarriages. 
But are theſe Men all this while free 
from the Guilt of this Sin, which they 
are ſo unwilling to here of? 5 

No, notoriouſly guilty of it; for a 

: cauſeleſ Separation . rom a true Church, | 
* is by the Confeſſion of their own Teich- 
| £&IS, | 
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ers, acknowledged to be the Sin of Schiſm, 
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as they often declared in their Arguings 


5 againſt the Brotuniſts of old, and the Sec- 
taries of later Days. Now the wiſeſ of 


them generally own the Church of Eng- 


laud to be a true Church, and none of 
them with all their Skill have ever ſhew'd 
any juſt Cauſe for Separation from it ; 
and therefore breaking from the Worſhip 
and Communion of it ; cannot N be 
excuſed from Schiſm. 


How then comes it to paſs, that their 
Teachers conceal this from them, and 


not only. ſuffer this Guilt to lie upon 


them, but lead and enc urage them too 


in that Evil, which themſelves condem- 
ned in others; 5 
Why, the plain Reaſon is to preſerve 


and uphold the Party; fer ſhould the 
People once know the Nature and Dan- 
ger of Schiſm, and be ſenſible how guilty 
they are of it, the diſſenting Cauſe would 
fall to the Ground, and the whole Buſi- 

neſs of the Conventicle be ſoon at an End; 

and therefore to prevent that, the People 
muſt be kept in Ignorance of their Duty, 


lleſt they ſhould retum to it; and not be 


permitted to know the Evil of Separati- 


on, leſt they ſhould turn from it. 80 


that 
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that Ignorance too is the Mother of theſe 
' Men's Devotions; and they who ſpeak fo 
much of their great Light, are merely led 
on and kept in Darkneſs. 
But by what Arts do theſe Men thus 
hood wink and blind the Eyes of the Peo- 
ple? WHY, 
| To hinder them from the Knowledge + 
| | of Schiſm, they keep them as much as 
b poſſible from hearing any Diſcourſes of 
it; they permit them not to read thoſe 
x Books that would diſcover to them the 
Evil of it: If they hear of any Book 
- written to that Purpoſe, or find it put 
into the Hands of any of their Follow- 
ers, they caution them againſt it as a 
e, Piece, and tending to ſubvert 
the Power of Godlineſs. Thus do they 
keep their Followers in Ignorance by the 
me Methods the  Romiſh Prieſts do 
| theirs. 5 
If any of their Teachers publiſh any 
| Thing though never ſo mean, to hide 
| the Shiſin and harden their Followers 
in it, they ſend it about in Triumph, 
| poſting it up like Quack's Bills in Mar- 
ket-Places, and other Places of Reſort ; 
Prebr ſpreading it t among the deluded 
wa, 
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1 Vulgar, who are apt to magnify the Per- 
;formance, to leffen the Sin. 
= But if notwithſtanding their Fndea- 


vours, the Eyes of any begin to be open, 

and they come to ſee the Error of their 

Ways, great Care is taken to put out 

5 _ Light, and to ſtifle ſuch ConviQi- 

ons: If by any Means they ſmell out 

pork Danger of Schifm, they make them 
believe it to be only a theological Scare- 
Crow, whereby Men in Power would 

. enforce their own Dictates. But is break- 
i ning the Peace and Unity of the Church a 
mere Scare-Crow ? Is the Dividing of 

' Chriſt himſelf, and Rending in Sunder the 
| Communion of Saints, which is the Na- 
38 ture of Schiſm, only a Bugbear to fright 
. Fools and Children? Certainly they can 
* be no living Members of Chriſt's Body, 
Vo are fo inſenſible of theſe Cony rulk- 
| ons. 
But they tell them farther, that the 
N Papiſts charge us with the fame Guilt, 
Fo and brand us as much for Schiſmaticks as 
15 we do them. But 
a Is there the ſame Reaſon? Hive not 
the Terms of their Communion been 
plainly proved to be ſinful, and ſuch 8 


we cannot ſafely join in? And hath this 
been 
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© been ever proved of ours? Nay, do not 
© themſelves own the contrary by their oc- 
caſional Communion with us? And, T 
hope, there is ſome Difference between 8 
voluntary Departing from the Church, 
Hand being driven from it. 
But to keep them in their Schiſm, 
they add, that the Terms of Communion 
ſhould be only ſcriptural and unacceptive 
able ; whereas ours are doubtful, and 


Koch againſt which many have great Seru- 


ples and Exceptions. f 
But is there any Thing, how wiſely 

ever ordered, againſt which weak and 
wilful Perſons may not entertain ſome 
Bcruples? May not cunning and deſigning 
Men raiſe a Miſt before the Eyes of the 
People, and keep them from diſcerning 

the cleareſt Truths? And muſt fach arti- 
ficial Doubts juſtle out a plain and neceſ- 
ſary Duty? I hope the Wiſdom of Su- 
periors may direct and over-rule in Caſe 
pf Doubts, and their Authority may-car» 
y Weight enough to weigh down ſuch 

cruples. „„ PT CEN 
WW When they are beaten out of theſe 
pubterfuges, they tell, the People, that. 
dchiſm is a Falling off from the Commu 
uon of the catholick Church, net uf 


land be found a Part of the catholici| ; 
Church, as is generally owned by all | 
ber Diffenters, we cannot divide from i 
without dividing from the whole, an 
os from the catholick Church 


their Schiſm, they tell them, that 'tis þ | 
unjuſt Separation, till it proceed ſo far 
to deny the Faith; and whilſt they 6 
the chriſtian F aith, they cannot Jaitly 
charged with Schiſm. © * 


Ap poſtacy and Schiſm ? Is it not one Thi 
to 1 the Faith, and another to fri 
the Communices of the Church? May} 
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this, or that particular Church; fo tha 
they may continue Members of Chriſt 
Church in general, tho' they divide from 
; yon national or — where they 

_ alive. 


But is there any ömmes with 


the catholick Church, without being a f 
Communion with Gake parcicular Church] 
Can a Member belong to the Body, tba 
is not joined to any Part of it? No mon 

can any Member be of Chriſt's Body 
that is divided from that Part of it wher 4 


he lives: So that if the Church of Ent. 


But farther, to palliate and Propagz 1 


But is there no Difference betwe 


ol | ; 
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Þ 
© ſome be pretty found, and tenacious too, 
of the chriſtian Faith, and fo be neither 

Hereticks nor Apoſtates, who yet may 

parte from the Worſhip and Commu- 

nion of the Church, and ſo be juſtly 
branded for Schiſmaticks, Do not all the 


ancient Fathers in their Diſputes with the 
7 Hereticks, carefully diſtinguiſh between 
theſe two! ? May we not ſee ſome break- 


ing the Unity and Communion of the 


Church, who yet do not renounce their 
Creed, or deny the Articles of the chriſ= _ 
tian Faith? The confounding theſe two, 

3 hath not only confounded their Notions, 
but brought great Confuſion into the 

Church. 8 


And yet at other Times they 30 
ro them, that Schiſm' is only a 
reach of Love and Charity within the 
Church, and ſignifies no more than Divi- 
ſions and Contentions among the Mem- 
bers of the ſame Church, in crying up 
different Teachers, as it happened in the 
Church of Corinth, when one ſaid, I am 
F Paul, another I am of Apolla, £28 
awPthis, fay they, begot thoſe Sidings 
and Factions, which the Apoſtle there 
calls and reproves by tho Nen of 


Schiſins, | 
H 3 Well * 


fities, how much more muſt thoſe greater 


ſetting up ſeparate Meetings and Ways] Ch: 
of. Worſhip againſt each other, be con- 
demn'd for ſuch? And how naturally | Þ 
| theſe Things tend to deſtroy Love and 


4 Schiſm is gone; lo here! ith he, a 
Way opened "Il the Parliament (if they þ Þ 
4 pleaſe). to rid both the Trouble on | 
<. Scruple of Schiſm out. af. the. Land. 4 
6 Barker's. Page. 327 2 
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Well ; But if thoſe leſſer Difference, #* P 
and Sidings ftiled Schiſms, and condemned p t 
as Occaſions of great Heats and Animo. the 


Variances of breaking Communion, and þ 


Charity, is too plain b T that Flames o 
Contention which the Sparks have al- q 


ready kindled. 


c 

e 

mne 

But there is one Thing more by which PO 
14 


5 they miſlead unwary pho f in this Mat- 
ter, ” tha mult not-be paſſed by, and that] l 
is, their making them believe, that an} hu 
Act of Parliament by granting a Tolera| Pu 
tion hath taken off the Schiſm, and re-! 
moved the Guilt of it; for we find the! 
Ringleader. of their Party venting this | | 
wild Notion, viz. © Af the ſupreme} | 
* Authority looſen our Obligation to the 
< pariſh Meeting, the Iniquity upon thi.þ fe 


Account is not to be found, and the | I. 


Rus 4 
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cen But can they rid the Sin and Guilt of 
Ma it too out of the Land? If not, tis fit 
ne Scruple and. trouble of it ſhould 
: gemain to keep Men from it; the Peace 
I gnd Unity of the Church is given in tri 
1 Serge by Chriſt and his Apoſtles to all 
| the Members of it; and is any earthly 
ly | Power able to looſen- this Obligation? 
d an human Laws vacate the Authority 
as nd Obligation of divine Laws? If fo, 
1 e might inyert the Apoſtle's Queſtion, 
ind ſay, tis fitter to obey Men than 
| Bod. The Parliament indeed may take 
t- &f the temporal Penalties, which them 
| &lves have annex'd to the Sin of Schiſm ; 
| Hut the Guilt and Obligation to eternal 
| Puniſhment, can be taken off by none but 
Pod only, who hath laid it upon it. 
And yet there is one Way by which 
5 She Parliament may rid this Evil out of 
he Land, and that is, by removing 
] hiſmatical I eachers, and ſuppreſſing 
| &ditious Conventicles: And that Way the 
Jaiquity of it may not be found, and the 
Pchiſm may be gone. I am, 
DIR, 
Dare, 
1 
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" Shewed in my laſt, the Diſſenters arti pl 

| ficial-concealing: the Nature and Cu 
of Schiſm, and their Feeding the People 


with falſe Notions of it, to continue and!) '« 
increaſe their Party. I proceed now toſh « 
Another Artifice to this End, and that! « 
18, their Miſtaking or Miſinterpreting | «6 
fundry paffages of Holy Scripture, where-# + 
by. they wreſt it from the true Senſe, and 
draw it in to ſerve their own Purpoſe. FÞ 
And herein again they are the Follow- 
ers of the Phariſees, who by their falſe 
Gloſſes and preverfe Interpretations, ſþ 
made void the Law of God. Of thi 
many Inſtances may be given; and that 
you may be the better ſatisfied of this 
Device, Eſhall fingle out a few. | 
And the Firtt I ſhall mention of theſe, * 
ſhall. be that of Drut. 4. 2. Te ſbal tt 
rf 04d untu the Word which I command © 
ou, noither foall ye diminiff ought Frou. ti 


ul ite rat ye man keep the Commandments of N n 
| "2B, : the: 
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the Lord your Gad, which I command yon. 
From this Scripture they infer, that 
the Church of England hath made ſeve- 
ral Additions to the Word of God, and 
ſo turn the Fault: of the Schiſm upon her, 
by clogging its Communion, with ſuch 
uncommanded Conditions. Now the: 
plain Senſe of thoſe Words is this, Ye. 
„ ſhall not Tranſgreſs. the Command 
4 ments of God, by: doing any Thing 
| © contrary. to them, which is to add to- 
| © them; or by omitting any Thing re- 
| © quired by them, which is to diminiſh- 
from them. Now let the wiſeſt of 
them ſhew any one Thing appointed by 
the Church, that is forbidden by the. 
Word of God, or omitting any thing re- 
quired by it, and then we ſhall own the 
Charge; but if they cannot do this, 
which had been - done long ſince, if it 
could have been done at all, they muſt 
excuſe us if we Take them not. only for 
falſe Expoſitors of the Holy Scriptures, 
but falſe Accuſers of the Holy Church. 
The Additions there Forbidden, are to 
te Subftance of God's word, by making 
' Other and More Precepts and Prohibi- 
"= tions than that hath. made; and adding 
err. ſubſtantial. Parts. of divine. WO: 
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but cannot with any Congruity of Senſe I 
n 


be extended to the Circumſtantials of it, 


| aàãds Time, Place, Habit, Geſture, and the | ti 


; wittingly fallen into that very E vil 


like; which though not particularly de- bi 
termined in Holy. Scripture, are yet 00 
neeeſſarily implied in the. general Rules 
of Order, Decency, and Edification re- tol 
quired 1 A. | 
„Aud yet theſe Men will never leave 
asking 5 HA Iſa. 1. 13. Whv 
hath required th ſe Things at 5 Hands? 
Though the Nature. of the Thing, the 
Een Rules of God's Word, 3 the 
Power ſet up by Chrift in. his Church, to 
which we owe Obedience, have expreſly 
| required theſe things from us. 
Yea, theſe: rare Expoſitors have un- 


themſelves, which they condemn in 
others, by making more Things unlaw- 
ful, than God's word hath made ſo; Þ 
| and forbidden many Things which 
are no where forbidden by it; Which » 

a plain Addition to the Subftanec of Ro- 
. 

But thoſe Words of Jeremy (ſay ther 
Men,) Jer. 7. 31. 19. F. They built the 
high Places of Tophet, to burn few Sm 
and their Daughters. in the fire, wo 
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| [ command them not, neither came it into 
| my Heart; lay the ſtreſs of the. Proyoca- 
| tion, not upon doing what God had for- 
bidden, but in doing what he had not 
commanded them. 
But how often muſt theſe Men be 
told, and by ſome of their own Party 
too, that the Meaning of thoſe Words, 
L which. I commanded them not, is the ſame. 
with what I Had forbidden them; : for ſo: 
the thing there referred to expreſly was, 
ws. their offttring their: Children unto, 
Moloch: Yea, that Phraſe, which I com- 
manded them not, is in the 0¹¹ . ſtament 
generally applied to wat God had for- 
bidden : They offered ſtrange fire which> 
the Lord commanded not, Levit. 10. 1. 
That is, which he had forbidden them: 
[hey worflaipped other Code ue I hau 
ot commanaed, i. e. which, I have for- 
pidden. 4355 5 
So that to make it neceſſary to have 
m expreſs Command for every Circum-- 
tance of divine Worſhip,. and to charge 
he doing any Thing in it, without ſuch 
Command, for am Addition to God's. 
Y Nord, is: it ſelf a plain: Addition to it, 
10 here no ſuch: Thing is either mentioned 
ich ee * the. miſtake bs 
C 


- Garment, the Surplice; the Weds e | 
Sold, the Co 's, and other Coma 
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| hath been ſo frequently and ſo fully laid 
open, that they muſt be paſt all ſhame Þ 
that haye the Face to mention it any if 
more. 
Another Text peryerted by theſe Ar- 
tiſts, is that of 7oſbua 7. 13. Where 
. Jalbua is commanded to Sandtify the i 

People, becauſe there was an Accurſed cal 
thing among them, which muſt be ta- 

ken away, before Jreal could have ti 

Peace, or ſtand before their Enemies. 
No this Accurſed Thing, was 44 
goodly Babyloniſh: Garment, two Hu. 
_ dred Shekels of Silver, and 4 W edze if Þ 
Gold of fijty Shekels, which Achan had 
ftole and hid in the Earth j in the Mid & 
of his Tent, ver. 21. which being done fo! 
_ contrary to the Covenant and Command eri 
of God, he troubled Heal who could A 
find no Reſt, till Fo/bua, by God's Con- . 

mand, deſtroyed this Bear Thing m 

and burnt Achan who had purloined it. be 
But what Uſe do theſe Expoſiton 
make of this Scripture? Why, a good 
one indeed; the accurſed Thing, muſt be 
the Common Prayer; the Bab %% 


che Sbekels of. Kur, the Conſecrates 
„ 
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| Veſſels of the Temple; and theſe being 
ſet Up as ſo many Idols in the Temple, 
| muſt be all removed before there can be 
any Peace in real. Is not this a rare 
Expoſition? May not a pregnant Fancy 
interpret all theſe in a different ſenſe, 
| calling the Covenant, the accurſed Thing | 
which would give three Nations no Peace 
till it was removed; May not the Baby- 
| domſh Garment, be the long Cloak, 
Þ which hath been made a Covering for 
much Rapine, Oppreſſion, and Diflimu- 
lation? may not the Medge of Gold, be 
the great Idol of Presbytery? And the 
ver Shekels, the Silver Trumpets that 
| founded the Alarm to War, and after 
| cried up the great Diana of the Epheſiaus? 
All which being ſet up as the abomina- 
tion of Deſolation in the Holy Place, 
muſt be deſtroyed before the Nation can 

be reſtored to Peace and Tranquility. If 
fthey do not like this Expoſition, let 
them Take heed how they offer at the 
like, fince you ſee an ordinary Wit may 
wreft ſuch Paſſages to any purpoſe. 

I ſhall mention but one Text more at 
preſent, that hath been abuſed by theſe 
Interpreters, and that 1 . that of St. Paul 

in the 1 Cor. 10. 32. Give uo Offence, 
neither 
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neither to the Fews, nor to the Greeks, 


or to the Church of God. In which 
Words the Apoſtle exhorted the firk i 


Chriſtians to walk ſo warily and inoffen- 
Rvely, as not to hinder the Converſion of 
any, that neither Few nor Gentile might 
be kept Off from embracing Chriſtianity, 
or harden'd in their Enmity and Oppoſ» 
_ tion againft it; and the plain Senſe and 
Uſe we are to make of it, is to beware 
that we do not lay any Stumbling- block 
in the way of Chriſtians, or be unto them 
an Occaſion of falling. 


But what ſenſe do theſe learned Inter- 
preters put upon theſe Words? Why, 
they take Offence there mentioned by 


the Apoſtle, not for an Occaſion of Sin, 


but for any Thing that diſcontents or dif: 


pleaſes; pg ſo would have Superiors 
take heed of enjoining any Thing that 


may grieve or diſpleaſe the 'Gudly Party, 


meaning themſelves; and indeed they | 


are ſo tender, that a Imall matter will 
grive them; yea, if they have not their 
Way, like froward Children, *twill be 
hard ſometimes to keep them quiet; and 
ſo would have, not the Wiſdom of Su- 
periors, but their own Fancies and Hu- 


muours, the meaſure of Government. An 
admirable 
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[admirable Expoſitions to ſerve their- Pur- 
poſe! and a ſingular Device to pleaſe 
and propagate the Party; which is too 
well known to be farther inſiſted upon 
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Nother Artifice of Diſſenters to oy | 
No hold their Schiſm, is to promot:þ * 
the Intereſt 8 2 the Party, and to confi: be 
the Offices of Kindneſs and Charity 9 Fi 

thoſe of their own Set. This was like 
wiſe the Way of the Phariſees, of w hook þ* 
our Sie oblery'd, Mat. v. 46, 47 
That they would only ſalute their o 
Brethren, and do Good to none but ſuchal 1 
dia Good to them; ; meaning, that the 
made thoſe of their own Sect the fol { 
Objeas of their Courteſy and Beneficcncli 
We read of the — that these 
would ſcarce ſhew the Way to a Je, 
or perform the common Offices of Hu 
manity and Hoſpitality, but to thoſe i 
their own Party; and therefore we find 
that when our Saviour was paſſi late 
thiough.'a Village of the Samaritan 
they denied him and his Diſciples a 
Entertainment, becauſe his Face was © 
Fong 


C 
* 
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though be wonld go. to Jeruſalem, Luke ix. 
823. 
| Dr. Cave. A earned Divine hath ob- 
ſerved of the Douatiſts of old, that they 
confined all Acts of Nee and Ci- 
Ivility to thoſe of their Sect; and up- 
held their Separation from the "eatticticic | 
Church, by the Artifice of Trade ; for 
they would . employ none to till their 
Pround, or to be their Stewards, but 
lach as eſpouſed their Opinion; and ſo 
a 0 cept up their Party, merely by trading 
PVeithin themfelves 
And hath not this Device been make 
pſe of to the ſame Parpoſe in our Days? 
, 1 ath not Intereſt and Trade had a great 
: 4 land in our Diviſions ? Have not tome, 
In whom others depend for their Work 
nd Subliſtence, employed none but 
fhoke of their own Faction? And have 
ot many of the meaner Sort been 
1 to ſeparate Meetings, merely 
to fiad Encouragement from them ? 
May we not ſee their great Diligence in 
romnting. thoſe of the Party to Places 
Truſt and Profit, yea, in making Gl 
fatches too, Which they generally do _-- 2 
thin the Tribe, not only to keep up a 
o old Stock, but to breed a new Race if 
WE I 2 of nn 
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of Diſſenters? Theſe Things are too], 
common and notorious to need am - 
8 3 + 
Now how ferviceable this Stratagenſ® + 
js to ſupport and increaſe the Party, iſh : 
eaſy to conceive ; for Intereſt being th ; 
great Wheel that puts the World in M , 
tion, that which beſt promotes and ſet 1 
that a going, ſhall be ſure to have mam + 
Followers : We read of ſome that fo. 2 
7 
h 
O 
al 
nc 


towed our Saviour for the Loaves, Joh 
vi. 26, 66. and when they failed, walk 
ed no more with him; and there are ma 
ny ſtill, that efpouſe a Party to get 
Bread; and enter into a ſeemingly rel n 
gious Company, the better to carry aſ cc 
and advance their Trade. We are toi pl 
of ſome, whoſe Gain is their greate| 


I 
_ Godlineſs ; and though no Man can ſeri F 
God and Mammon, yet theſe will b In 


ſerving of Mammon, even when theſf th 
appear the moſt zealous Servants of Gol Se 


Their Teachers too are buſy to promo Ba 
the Intereſt of their Followers, the bet led 
ter to promote their own; and laboulf 
hard to advance their Trade, that they fir: 
may have the richer Prize, and mak ſo 
the better Merchandize of them. TG Me 


Apoſtle makes Mention of ſome #7 
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vain 7. r and Deceivers, who ſubvert 
| whole Houſes, teaching Ti hings that they 
| ought not, for filthy Lucre's Sake, Tit. i. 
10, 11. and F thoſe he declares, that 
whatever Pretences they may make, 
they ſerve not our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, but 
their own Belly, Rom. xvi. 17. the Love 
F Money, faith St. Paul, 1 Tim. vi. 10. 
b the Root of all Evil; and efpecially of 
the Evils of Error and Diviſions; far 
| while ſome have coveted it (ſaith he) 
they have erred from the Faith. This 
hath made ſome forward to vent, and 
© others as ready to receive and be carried. 
about with froug Deluſiums; and you 
need not doubt, but n. any will be Rill 
coining new Do&rines for their Diſci- 
1 ples, whilſt they can thereby coin or 
procure new Money for themſel ves. 
So that conſidering what a mighty 
bly Influence worldly Intereſt hath upon 
the Minds of Men, 'tis no Wonder that 
Seducers fiſh for Proſelytes with this 
Bait, and that to many are caught and 
led away by it. 

But does Chriſtianity allow the Re- 
ſtraining our Charity to a Party? No; 
lo far from it, that it extends it to all 
Men ; yea, to our very Enemies; for 

203 dur 


90 
our bleſſed Saviour hath bid us, Marr. 
V. 44. to love our Enemies, to do Good f6 
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them that hate us, and pray for them that 


Aeſpitefully uſe and perſecute us ; this is 
to ſhew our ſel ves Chillen o of our Father 


 ewhich is in Heaven ; whocauſeth the Sun 
10 ſhine upon all Men, and ſendeth Rain 


promiſcuouſy on the Good and Bad, ver, 


45. dis a narrow and contracted Charity 
that is confined to à Set, which our 


Saviour ſharply rebuked in the Phark 


:” es F ys love them ( faith he) that 
ove you, what Reward have you ? do no 
even the Publicaus the ſame ?/ And if 
you ſalute your Brethren only, what do ys! 
more than hers & do not the very Publi- 


cans ſo ? ver. 46, 47. this is a Sort of 


mercenary and hucſtering Love, tha: 1 
s to be ſound in the worſt of Men, who 


place their Benefits there, where they 


may have them again vw ith greater Ads 
_Yantage : ; and terve a Party, only te 


Yerve ther own Honour and Intereſt; 


which is tot to love our Neighbour but 
our ſelves; and therefore Chi wills us 
+0. be 1 45 our heaventy Father it 


meaning, that we ſhould ex- 


perfett 


tend Our Kind neſſes, as God doth hr 


Bleſt; upon all Mankind. and avod 
288 2 DiſtinQics 
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Diſtinctions in the common Offices of Hu- 


manit y and Charity. 


Indeed, herein mainly conſiſts the 


Evil of this Artifice, that it naturally 
| tends to deſtroy Love, and to nouriſh 
Faction; for the contracting theſe Acts 
and Offices of Kindneſs to a Party, con- 
tracts the Heart and Affections too, and 
ſhuts out others from any Share of © 
for none will admit them into their 
Hearts, who find themſelves excluded 
from theirs; mutual Converſation and 
Kindneſs beget an univerſal Love and 
Good-will to Mankind; but reſtraining 
them within the Limits of 2 Sect, reſtrains 
the Bowels to, and may beget indeed 
a Love to ſome, but breeds a Hatred 
and Averſation from many more. This 
is too evident in Towns, Countries, . 
and Families, to need any Proof; for 
Experience ( which is the plaineſt Ar- 
gument) ſhews us how Differences in 
Religion Pwre their Minds, and alic- 
nate the Affections from one another. 
Men's withdrawing in their Commerce, 
is ſoon followed with a- Wirhdrawing in 
their Communion ; and they that cannot 


meet together in God's Houſe, can ſeldom 
weet- together i in their Own. So that con- 
f — Haig 
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fining the Offices of Commerce and Ch; L. 
rity to a Party, naturally deſtroys th no 
Tove that is due to Mankind, and ſerye en 


only to cheriſh a Faction. Vea; 5 A 
It tends to promote Hypocriſy as wel ly 
as Diviſion, for many needy Perſons h Se 


this Means eſpouſe a Sect, not to ſer tie 
God, but the better to help themſelva of 


and become Profely tes, that they may be. fri 
come Favourites of the Party. Thus o 


they make their Religion truckle to ther ge 


worldly Intereſt; and under a Colour « 
ſerving God, are all the while ſerving 
Mammon; which is a Mocking of G, 


and one of the vileſt Pieces of Hy pocriſ - 


The Prestyterians highly how d th 
of old, and proved Independency a Fad 
on, by their making Uſe of this Stratagen, ſh} 
for they drew many proud, ambitious, adi 
covetous Perſons into their. Sect, by tie 
Hopes of Offices and other Places of Profit * 
and Trot: : they made many Proſely:es df 
needy, decayed, and broken Tradeſmen, ſp 
by helping them to live, and putting then 
in a Way to get ſomething ; they increaled i 
their Party by befriending only ſuch 3 
turn'd to them: This they condemn d ia 
the Independents, as the Way to make 


Men Hypocrites, and ſhewed them to ad 
not 
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not by any Principles of Duty and conſei- 
ence, but by the Wheels of Intereſt and 
Ambition. And may we not ſee them da- 
ly playing the fame Game? Do not the 


Sectaries increaſe and ſtrengthen their Par- 


ties, by promoting the Trade, procuring 
of Matches, add many other Ways of be- 


| friending ſuch as come over to them? 


I know you cannot be ſo great a Stran- 


ger to the Ways of thoſe Men, as to be 


ignorant of theſe 1 Jam, 
$7 n; 


Tours, 
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and the Diſcontents of the People to in 
ſerve their own Ends age them. 'This Þ . 


have been fickle and unſtable in all their 
Ways: Snch-as-thefe he open to the 
Craft and Subtilty of Seducers, and are 


8 be doubted, but that there are many 


. „ Tur. XI. 
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Nother knife of 8 to Þ ſhe 


ſupport their Schiſm, is their Work- 
ing upon the Weakneſs, the Wilſulneſs, 


Artifice hath Three Branches, which m 
muſt be particulayly laid open. 1 
T he F rſt is, their working upon the Gs 


| Weakneſs of the People, and making the 
uſe of their Ignorance to betray them: 
There are many among the Vulgar, I the 
who fo want of being train'd up betimes Þ yy 
in the Way that they ſhould go, have J Pa 


gone Afﬀtray ever after; and being never 
well ſetled in the Principles of Religion, 


ealily Perverted by them. Tis not to 


wellmeaning 
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wellmeaning Perſons, who walk on in 
| the ways of Separation in the Smplicity 
| of their Hearts, that were firſt miſ-led 
into them through the Simplicity of 
| their Heads; for ſo St. Paul obſerves 
| of ſome, That by good Words and fair 
| ſpeeches decerye the Hearts of the Sim 
ple, Rom, xv. 18. Such Men for lack 
of timely. Inſtructions, remain Children 
in Underſtanding, and like them tov, 
are toſs'd to and fro from Sect to Sec; 
and carried about with every Wind of 
Doctrine. 
Now 'tis ſach as theſe that Difſenters 
| work mofſt/ upon, taking Advantage of 
their blind Zeal to miſ- lead and impoſe 
upon them; hence you may obſerve 
their Followers to confiſt chiefly of the 
| Weaker Sex; who being led more by 
| CANCY than Judgment, are the eaſieſt to 
be drawn into the Snare, and the hardeſt. 
to be recoyerd out of it. A meltirg 
| Tone, a whining Voice, affected Phraſes, 
vehement Geſtures, and the like, have 
| impoſed upon the Weakneſs of many, 
who have taken ſuch falſe Fire for true: 
| Leal, and thought That to be Religi- 
on; which is e elſe but Phrenzy or 
Deſign. 1 


Now 


Now the Evil of this Artifice muſt 


be obvious to any, that will obſerve 
the dangerous Errors, and Monſtrous 
inions, that many have been drawn 


i E into by this Slight of Men, and cun- 


ning Craftiaeſs, - whereby they lay in 
wait to Deceive; for theſe Men have 
{ſtrangely impoſed upon the Credulity Þ 
of the Vulgar, and drawn them not 
only into bad Opinions, but the vileſt | 


= Practices; and made Treaſon, Murder, 


Oppreſſion, and other groſs Enormities, i 
to appear abroad under the colours of 
Religion. ER 
Such as theſe make their Markets & 
what is no way vendible, even the 
Infirmities of their Brethren 3 and in- 
ftead of pitying and aſliſting their Weak- 
neſs, work upon it to their Deſtruction; 
when they ſhould be Eyes to the 
Blind, they lead them out of the Way, 
and carry them into Boggs and Ditehes: 
Which ſhould make the common People 
more aware of theſe Crafts-men, = 
take heed how they truſt themſelves 1 in 
ſuch Hands. 


240. Another Branch of this Artifice, 
is to work upon the Wilfulneſs of the 
People, and to make uſe of their Ha 
| | ne 
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neſs, as well as Ignorance, to confirm 
them in their Schiſm. If you obſerve 


it, there are many among the Vulgar, 


who though weak and Ignorant enough, 
God knows, are yet very wilful and ob- 


ſtinate; they are too wile to learn, and 
too ſtiff to ſtoop to the Wiſdom of their 


Betters. Such as theſe the Diſſenters 


work upon, knowing it they can but 
get them into their Sect, they have 
them faſt enough; their own Pride and 


Obſtinacy will hinder their Return, and 


Warden them againſt all Conviction ; : 
hence the Leaders of the Schiſm are 
Wuſy to infuſe Prejudices into them 


againſt the eſtabiſned Worſhip and Diſ- 


, Fcipline, and to inſtil wrong Notions of 
both, knowing if they are once enter- 
rained, they are fixed there, and 'twill 
be hard to remove them; and therefore 
hey endeavour to heat the Heads of ſuch 
Perſons with a falſe Zeal, and that will 


| Mbirden their Hearts, and ſeal u up their 
„ars againſt Inſtruction. If theſe Artiſts 


en but draw the Vulgar into an Admi- 


ation of their Perſon or Parts, they 
j then attain ' their Ends, and can lead 


hem where they pleaſe : ; their Errors 
ou. thall paſs for Oracles ; ; whatever 
DO ———ů— -drops 


Uſe of good Means, and renders tag 
Caſe of fuch as fall into it, deſperate nf g 
remedileſs; he that is obſtinately addicte: 4 | 

. Ertor, wilfully ſhuts his Eva 
againſt the Light, and ſuch a one mas 
neceſſarily walk on in Darknels, till tn 
fall into the deep Abyſs of black ar 
eternal Darkneſs; which ſhould tear: 
all Men to bew are of ſuch Leaders, 3 bor 
thus darken the Minds, and harden Ha: 
Hearts of their Fallow ers, and by bet 
lead them on to the Gulph of Dei:---þ 


ried away with ſtrong Detufions. But 
there 18, 


. | [£1 
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drops from them muſt be as true as 1 7 
Goſpel, and all their DiQtates as ur. 


controulable as thoſe of the Infallibe = 


Chair. 35 p why 
Now the Miſchi ef heteof i is too opah.- 
and viſible to nced any Diſcovery ; \« 9 


Pertinaciæ nullum dedit remedium Deu 
Obſtinacy is a Diſeaſe of the Mind, A 


which there is no Cure; for it rejects th 


ar 


. - 


ike 
Por 


an 


ar 


IN 


tion. This will be the Fate of ſuch z 8 
receive not the Truth in the love f = 
but are led on to believe a Lie, and c= 


zal. Another "Rae's of this Amis 
and that is, Their working upon © 
Diiccatcats of People to eraw them i= 


- 
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| 


the World, of ſuch peeviſh and peryerſe 
fempers, that they take Pet upon any 


piſſed tuch a Place or Preferment he ex- 


or Affront from his Neighbour; and 
Il theſe are put ont of Humour, and 


iis is an Eveſore to another; ſomebod y 


other hath anger'd ſuch a cholerick 


el 
Vat * 
Wl | 
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* } Aurel and fail out with the Church. 
Nov theſe watpiſh and cholerick Per- 
rs, of which the World affords but too 


iſfenters mainly work on, lencing an 
kr to their Complaints. and improving 


tter them in the Juſtice of what they 


2 . 


the Schiſm. There are too many in 


fight Occafion, and like Tinder, catch 
fire at every Spark. One Man has not 
| e Honour he would have; another hath. 


peed ; a third hath received ſome Inju- 


own diſcontented; one Man's e 


lan, and be mutt be reveng'd. But the 
Hiſcry is, they all teek their Revenge 
don the Government ? if any Thing 5 
th diſguſted them in the publick Admi- 
ſtr ation of Affairs, they preſently make 
an Occaſion of Separ-tion; and w hatever 
bopens annis in the State, makes them 


Envy, are another Sort of Men which our 


eir Diſcontents into Separation, they 


mplain of, ſaying. what Pit y it is that 


LB. XI 
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ſuch good Men ſhould not be employed 
in the Government! and crying Shame, 
that-incttworthy Perſons ſhould be neg- 
lected; and when by this Means they 
have inclined and prepared them tor the 
Faction, they declare their Readineſs to 
embrace them, and at their Coming, with 
open Arms receive them into it. 


the Profeſſion of it, in both, 


; plainly ſorbids. 


' Now how ſerviceable this Stratagem i 
to increaſe the Party, is eaſy to obſerve; 
great Numbers are drawn and 


for hereby. 


invited inte the Schiſm; and all ignorant, 
wilful, and ditcontented Perſons, run in- 
to the Faction, as into a common Sewer; 
if any become a Malecontent, or diaffett- 
ed in the State, he ſhall ſoon be encour:-þ 

ged to be ſo in the Church, and his Reli- 


5 


n ſhall receive a T ave from the 


he leaves . his-Miniſter, and away to the 
ſeparate Meeting, where he is en tertain- 


ed with the pleaſing Ditty, why- /boultÞ 


the Parſon ade ge ue in. tex ? And if be 
| | Wil. 


Thus b 
their Religion owing to the ill Nature of 
the one, and the Subtilty of the other, 
and 
made Uſe of to no Countenance what itÞ 


Bitterneſs of his Spleen ; If any hath falſ- 
fied in-his Tythes, or been ſued for then, 


vill not depend upon the Good-will and 
„Contributions of the Hearers, tis. Pity he- 
mould have any Fbing: If a Womarr- 
hath proved unfaithful or undutifuFto her 
Husband, and thereby occaſioned any juſt 
Offence in the Family, away ſhe goes to 
the Conventicle, where ſhe is received as 
is Fa Saint, and the Blame laid upon the in- 
2ocent Husband at Home. - 
„ Ina Word; If any far their ill Beha- 
1, viour in the Church; be juſtly EXCOMmMU- 
it nicated, or turn'd out of it; they preſent- 
1 vetake. themſelves to-the Conyenticle, 
u where they who were rejected as great 
e Sinners in the one, are received as great 
10 Saints in the other. Thus is, the Conven- 
t, ticle the Sink of the Church, vchere the 
Refuſe and Off- ſcouring of the one, runs 
and empt ies it ſelf into the other: - 
| Now is not this a vile and dangerots- 
Stratagem; that leaves ſuch an Outlet and 
Encouragement to- all Manner of Vice? 
Muſt not this take away all the Terror 
of Difcipline and Church-Cenſures, o 
ave. inch an eaiy Way to be rid of oa 
fear and Trouble of both? What Chen. 
r Reftraint cam be put upon Iinmoralit y. 


and Vice, when: there: i ſuch an e 
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Method of . eyading the Shame and P. 

niſhment of them ? 

This is a Matter well worthy of th 

Conſideration of Superiors, to ſtop thi 
Outlet of Impiety, and ſhut the Doo 
that opens to ſo much Atheiſm and Cor 
ſaſion. 1 am, 


8 E R, 


Tours, _ 
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A 


chriſtian Liberty: And herein they tread 


exactly in the very Steps of the Papiſts, 


who call for Liberty, tho! themſelves 


will give none; yea, they hcrein not only 
follow the Steps but act the Part, and 
promote the very Deſigns of the Papiſts., 


For did not the Raman Catholic ks ſtrug- 
gle hard for this Liberty, merely te bring 
about their own Ends? And is it not 


well known how the Diſſenters joined 
with them, in their Endeavours of ta- 


king off the penal Laws and Teſt, which 


word have undermined the. Reformation, 


and eſtabliihed Popery ? 


But what is that chriſtian Liberty thee 
Men pretend to, and call ſo loudly for? 
Why, *tis a.Freedom from the Obſerva- 
tion of all, Laws about indifferent Things 
in the Worſhip of God; or their not be- 


ing tied up to any Rules in theſe Things, 


but 


Nother Artifice of Diſlenters to up- : 
hold their Schiſm, is a Pretence to 
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but ſuch as they in their great Wildom 
hall think fit; hence they perſuade the 
©: People, that. to preſeribe any Thing in 

the Worſhip ef God, which he bimſelf 


hat h not commanded, is an Inrivation of his 


Prerogative, and an Infringement of chriſ- 
tian Liberty: But hath God any where 
Rab, 8 the partrcular:"Fimes, Places, 

bits, Geſtures, and other Circumſtan- 


ces of divine Worſhip'?- Hath he given 


any other than ſome general Rules for the 


more decent and orderly Performance 


hereof? No, 'tis certain he hath- not; 


why, then the particular Determination 
of theſe Circumſtances, wherein this De- 
cency and Ofder confiſts, muſt be left to 
that Power Which Chriſt hath ſet up in 
his Church: For to leave every one to his 
own Liberty in theſe Things, is a Prin- 
ciple of Confuſion, and muſt bring al! 
Manner of Indecenoy and Diſorder into 
the Service of God... 


— 


How then comes this: to be called 5 


chriſtian Liberty? Hath Chriſt any Where 


commanded or allowed any itch Liberty 


2 
—W> 
— 


ia his Church, or exempted Chriſtians 
from Obedience to Authority in ſuch 
lawful and indifferent Eirings ? No, he 
hath given both. his Precept and Exam- 


n a 
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ple to the contrary ; for he was not only 
obedient to the Roman Power in all law 
paid all due Reyerence. 


fal Things, but 
and Obedience to the Authority of the 
_ Fewiſh Church; he ſtrictly obſerved the 
Rites and Ceremonies of the Jewi/l Ser- 
dice, as well thoſe of human as divine Ap- 
pointment.; he kept to -the Geſture uſed” 
in eating tlie Fader, Matt. vxvi. 20. 
and punctually conformed to all the Ce- 
remonies of the Sy nagogne-Worſhip. 


So that tis prevaricating with God, as 
eople, to tell them, - 


well as deceiving the P 
that Chriſt hath diſpenſed with all Laws 


made for the external Order and Decency 
of publick. Worſhip, and given them. a 
Liberty to behave themſel ves in it as they. 


pleaſe. 


But does not the Apo Mile tell us, of a. 
Liberty wherewith- Chri hath made us 
| free ; willing us to ſtand faſt in it, and 


nat to be emtangled again in the J. oke of 
Bondage? Gal. v. 1. Ves; but that was 


| a Liberty from the numerous and bur-- 


thenſome Rites and Ceremonies of Moſes's 


Law; which for the Number and Unea- 


| fineſs of them, are by St; Peter juſtly 
ſtiled a Yoke, and ſuch a one too, as nei- 
ove. hey, nor. their Forefathers were - 


all 2 
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able to bear, Acts xv. 10. for their Tem- 
ples daily flow'd with, the Blood of their 


Flocks and Herds; their Altars ſmoak d 
with the moſt coſtly Incenſe and Per- 


ſumes; in a Word, they were preſcribed 


to, almoſt in all the Punctilio's of human 
Life, and few or no Things were left in- 
different to them. „%% a8 


Now theſe Things being for the moſt 


Part typical, and only Shadows of good 
Things to come, were all to be done away: 


when the Subſtance came; accordingly at 


Chriſt's coming all thefe Shadows vaniſhed- | 
like Darkneſs at thc Approach of the 
Sun, and the cloudy Fypes of the Law: 


2 


were dil 


„ 4 aw 4233-5 if F 3 : . E's 
Now a Freedom from thoſe cumber- 
ſome Rites and Ceremonies: of the old 


Law is the Liberty wherewith Chriſt 


hath made us free? and to return to the 


Obſervance of them, is to be entangled 

again in the Yoke of Bondage: But what 
is this to Governors applying the general 
Rules of Scripture about the Order and 
Decency of God's Worſhip to particular 
Laws about it? Here the Ceremonies en- 
joined are not typical, as the Fewifh were; 
nor is the Obſerving of them a virtual 
oe . 


pelled by the Brightneſs of his 


Coming. 


0 
b 
6 
EX 
5 
I 
J 
= 
8 
t. 


222 ef 


Ir. XII. of Phanaticiſm, 107 
Denying that Chriſt is come in the Fleſh, 


as the Continuance of the Jewiſh Rites 


would be; but are appointed only for the 
more comely Worſhipping of God manifeſt 


in the Floh, and the more ſolemn Praiſing 


of God the Father for that ineſtimable 


Bleſſing. 


Toobſerve ſuch wholſome Orders made ; 
| for this End, is ſo far from infringing our 
chriſtian Liberty, that it would be a great 


Infringement of it to do otherwiſe. For, 


Firſt; This would infringe the Liberty 


that Chriſt hath left with Governors, of 
| ordering ſuch indifferent Things; chin is 


the main, if not the only Branch of their 


| eccleſiaſtical Power ; for the Subſtantials 
of divine Worſhip ore already appointed 
by Chriſt, and the Spirit of God hath left 
ſome general Rules for the more orderly 


Performance f it; but the 3 


Rules of Order and Decency being n 

where preſcribed, theſe are left to i 
Determination of our Governors, whom 
| we are required to obey for the Lord's 


dale; and to deny them this, is to diveſt 


| them of all Power in Church-Matters; 

yea, this will leave a leſs Liberty to ee- 
eleſiaſtical Governors under the Goſpel, 
than the Governors of the Jewiſh Church 


Mer » 


Kill = Liberty of the Judgment about 
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were inveſted with; who yet were bound I x 
-up and determined in far more Particulars I « 


than ours now are. 
Again; To take off our Dhedience ; in f 


theſe Indifferent things, is to infringe t 


the Liberty of the People, who muſt be 
thereby deprived of a better Way of t 


3 ſerving God, likewiſe ſubject them to * 
the Puniſhment and Diſplcafure of the 


Magiſtrate for Diſobeying him in Things 


"that are. within his Power:to Command. p 


But wherein then lies our Chriſtian ” 
Liberty, if Governors may Impoſe what th 
0 think fit upon us? th 

Why, the Governors Liberty 9900 | a 
in this, That they are-not tied up to any th 


- particular Modes or Circumſtances of P- | Cc 


vine Worſhip, but may eſtabliſh in. dif- I; 
ferent Things, what they judge moſt ex- 
Pegient for Order and Comelineſs. 

The Peoples Liberty lies in this, That 
they do not look upon oruſe:the 5 hings 
contained in ſuch Injunctions, as eſſential 
Parts of Divine Worſhip, or Matters 
neceſſary to Salvation, = merely for, 
Diſcipline and Orders fake; they. retain 


the nature of the Things, though 1 


Lx r. XII. of Phanaticiſm. 10h 
Uſe of them be for wiſe and publick Rea- 
ſons reſtrain C. 353 
Whereas ſuch a Liberty as ſets Men 


free from all Lavys and good Orders of 


this Kind, is a wild und extravagant Fan- 

| cy, and lets them looſe to all Diſorder ; 
this is :to uſe dur Liberty, as a Cloak of 
Malioiouſneſs, and to way 4 it a Pretence 
er Coverinę for all Licentiouſneſs. 


- But what is the Deſign of -this falſe 


| Pretence to Chriſtian Liberty? Why, 


tis to give the People Liberty to break 
the Laws at Pleaſure, and leave them to 
the Guidance of their own Humours with- 
out Controul ; by this Means they teach 
them to leave the Church, and go to 
| Conventicles to aſſert their Chriſtian 
Liberty; and to encourage them therein, 
they per vert for them two or three Texts 


| of Scripture; as that of our Saviour, 


Cal no Man Maſter upon Earth, 


'5 ditions of the Phariſees, is by them in- 
or terpreted for rejecting the lawfal Com- 
mands ef our Superiors. That of the 


1 Cor. vii. 23. which forbids the inſlav- 
ng:the Conltoience to the imperivus Dice. 
1 5 L ate 


Matt. xxiii. 10. which is a Caution againſt 
receiving the corrupt Doctrine and Tra- 


Apoſtle, Be mot ye the Servants of Men, 
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tates of falſe Teachers; is ſo expounded, II 

r 0 take off all the Obligation of good b 
| Orders. St. Heter s Lording it over Gods n 
V 

at 

b 


heritage, 1 Pet. v. 3. they interpret of 
the Tyranny of the Biſhops, and thereby 
take off their Followers from all Subjec- 
tion to them. 80 rarely do they Ex- Iv. 
pound their Chriſtian Liberty, which 
they make Uſe of as a Pretence to ſhake I of 
off the Yoke, and evade all Obedience to 
to Government. W. 
Vea, they enlarge this Liberty ſo far, 
as to think themſel ves obliged not to f me 
do what is commanded, and likewiſe to Þ ln 
do what is Forbidden, in the Defence of ti; 
it: So that if the Magiſtrate ſhould for- Co 
bid what he would have done, and com- gre 
mand what he would not theſe Men for 
would be caught in their own Snare, and Ned, 
be obliged by their own Principles, to do ling 
as he would have them. pe 
And yet they ſtile this amm tens is 
and croſs-grain'd Sort of Liberty, a Priv- 
lege purchaſed for them by Jeſus Chriſt, 
and a 8 . to the Care 
and Keeping of the Chtiſtian Church; . 
as if Chriſt had given them a Diſpent#- 
tion from obſerving all good Order, and 


let them loaſe to al Difobedience: 
VW heres 
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Whereas ſuch a Privilege is ſo far from 
being Worth the Purchaſing, that tis 
much better to be without it; for this 
would be an Engine of perpetual Diſcord 
and Godfalion the Miſchief whereof 
both to- Church and Kingdom, is too 
viſible to need laying open. 
But did theſe Men, who talk ſo nk 
ef Chriſtian Liberty, allow that Liberty 
e to others when they were in Pow as 
| which they now claim to et 
No, quite otherwiſe; none were ever 
o | more Nord Impoſers, and more notorious 
of lufringers of Chriſtian Liberty than they; 
of | tis well known that they preſſed the 
Covenant upon Mens Cn with far 
n= Ereater Rigor, than any ever did Cor - 
en formity; yea, thote very Men that al- 
nd Nedg'd Chriſtian Liberty againſt conforme- 
ing to the Orders of the Church, com- 
I'd others to take the Covenant with 
Eike and Piſtol, threatning Loſs of Life, 
roods, and Lands, on ſuch as refus'd it. 
L tnppole you have heard with how fe- 
cre and intolerable Penalties they prohi- 
ited the Common»Prayer, and with what 
nercileſs Rigor they were executed om 
1 that uſed it. When ſome put if” 
Neu on Plea of chriſtian Liberty for a 
| ** Uttle 
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little Mitigation, they were anſwered; 
was no Impeachment of chriſtian Li- 
erty to wear thoſe golden Chains about 
their Necks: And when» they had laid 
the moſt intolerable Bonds and Burthens 
pon Men's Conſciences, they. told them, 
that 'twas Prophaneneſs and Rebellion to 


tay, let us break their. Bands. aſunder, 


and caſt away their Cords from us. We 
find one of them commending the Parlia- 
ment for endeayouring: to fence: the Vine- 


pard with a ſettled Militia, to gather out 


- WIE 


— they would not allow him to uſe any oth: 


the Malignants as Stones, and to make 4 
_ Wineprels.in.it for the ſqueezing of De- 
JJ. 3 
Baut what ſhall we ſay of that barb+-f 

vous Infringement of chriſtian Liberty, 

in preſſing the Directory upon the Con- 
ſcience of their Sovereign King Charles 
the Firft, which they knew was againſt 
hey denied him the Uſe of the L- 


turgy, tho he earneſtly deſired it; ves 


ſet Form of Prayer in his own Hout: 
tho he deelar'd it againſt his Conſcienc: 
to join in a Way of Worſhip, where t 
was wholly uncertain what the Minifte! 
would ſay to God, hepine (as he told them) 
that: . bey-would not offer Violence to 10 
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Conſcience of their Sovereign; yea, they 4 
denied him the Attendance of his owr  *., 
Shaplains, to direct and comfort him in N 
Kis T roubles ;. A Piece of Rigor and Bar- | 
barity (as N ſtiles it) greater than is 4 

| ever uſea by Chriſtians to 10 meanelt Pr.. 
pers, or pres Malefatfors. So that 
this Pretence to chriftian. Liberty, is a 
Device made Uſe of to ſerve their own 
Turn, and be deny'd to.alFothers; which F 
oo: plainly ſhews the N, and Fal ſhood , 
of it. . . 0 


. 


a 
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Nother Artifice of Diſſenters to keep 
up their Schiſm, is a Pretence to 
better Means of Edification ; this is a 
Device occaſioned by the Ignorance of 
the People, and cheriſhed in them by 
the Subtilty of their Teachers. They 
cannot edify (they tell us) ſo well in the 
Church as in the Conventicle.; and they 
profit more by the Sern: ons of the one, 
than they ean by the other. DS 
This is a plauſible and popular Plex 
| for Separation, and hath help'd much to- 
mcreaſe the Party; for it carries a fair 
Shew-of Teal and Care for their Souls, 


OY nnr =o I vw» = 
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is in 1233s Pretence.; o this End we mult: 
| enquire 


to look cut for the beſt Means of Edifi- | 
cation; none, they think, can blame them E 
;f they hear thoſe Sermons by which || *! 
they profit moſt, and follow thofe Teach- | dl 
ers that beft promote: their eternal Wel- 2 
lars." -- 4 
But-let as examine. what Truth there 


enquire. what it is to profit by Sermons? 


And who are the moſt edifying Preach- 


ers? Becauſe there are great and dange- 


rous Miſtakes in both. 


Io edify then, or profit by Sermons, 
is, Firſt, to have our Judgments well in- 
form'd in the Knowledge of God, and 


the Myſteries of the Goſpel. And 24ʃ0y. 
To lead our Lives according to it; fo 


that they who moſt truly and plainly en- 
pound the holy Scriptures, and beſt ap- 
ply them to all the Ends and Purpoſes of 
a holy Life, are indeed the moſt edify- 
ing Teachers; and they who moſt gruw 
in Grace, and the ſound Knowledge of 
God, and abound moft-in all the Acts of 
Virtne and a good Life, are moſt edifyed. 


by the Prayers and Diſcourſes they hear, 
and are the beſt Proficients in Chriſt's 


School. 


No there is no Church in the chriſti- 
an World | that affords better Means of 
Edification to all theſe Purpofes, than 


that whereof we are Members: For there 
the Word of God is faithſully preach'd and 


expounded, by Which we may be tho- 


roughly inſtructed in all divine and ſacred 
Knowledge; there all the Articles of the 


Cieed, containing all that is neceſſary to 
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be believ'd, are: plainly and practically 
unfolded. to us, by which. we. may he 


built up: in our. " moſt holy Faith: There 
we have the Lord's Prayer, the moſt per- 
fect of all Prayers, together with ether ex- 
tent and well order'd-Prayers, compoſed 


by it, daily ſounding. in- our Ears, by 


which we are directed im all our Addrefle 


unto God, to offer up a pious,, laber, ant 


| well. compos d Devotion. 


There, again, we hear. the ten Com: 


mandments frequently read and explain d 
to us, in the full. Latitude beth of the 
Precepts and Prohibitions oontain'd in 
them; by which we-may learn how to 
walk in the whole Courſe of our Lives, 
ſio as to pleaſe God, and profit ourſelves 
In a Word; there is no Duty incum- 
bent on us, either with Relation to Goc; 
our Neighbour, or ourſelves, but what is 
clearly opened, and by ther moſt proper 
and preſſing Motives exhorted to: Ard 
there is no Sin or Tranſgre ſſion againſt 
either, but what we are by the moſt con- 
vincing Arguments dehorted from in the 
publick Aſſemblies of the eſtabliſned 
Ehurchs: 85 
+ Whereas: in the ſeparate Meetings of 
. Sedaries, the holy en are very 


badly 
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dadly expounded, and too oſten very 
fadly perverted. The fore- mentioned 
excellent Models and Ab. dyments of the 
chriſtian Religion, I mean the Creed, 
the Lord's: Prayer; and ten. Command- 
ments, are ſeldom or never rehearſed im 
the Ears of the People; by which Neg- 
k& they are carried on and kept: in Ig- 
norance of a great Part of their Duty. 


The great Duties of' Unity, Peace, and. 


Order, in the Church of Chriſt, can never: 
be fairly explained or inculcatcd in thoſe. 


Places, where their: very Mcetings-are a. 
| ContradiQtion to thems The henious Na- 
ture and Guilt of Schiſm muſt not be laid: 


open; finee all: their Convent! es are 
founded upon it. The tender Point of 
Diviſions, fo ſharply rebuked by the 
Apoſtle, muſt not be touch'd upon there, 
where ſo many love or live by. them. 

And now let any impartiał Man judge, 


where we are like to find the beſt Means 
of Edification, either in. the publick Aſs. 
ſemblies of the Church, where the whole 
Mind and Will of God is truly and faith- 
fully revealed, or in the ſeparate: Meet- 


ings ob Sectaries, where the bare Uphold- 
ing of them, tempts them to ſo. much. 


Ealfification.. 
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But here then lies the Fallacy or 
Miſtake | in this Matter? Why, the Peo- 


ple are impos'd upon by falſe Notions of 


Ldification. For, 

FHTuirſt, Some take the fond pie 
5 awd. affected Phraſes of a Party, for the 
beſt Means of Edification : Thus if they 
| hear any Diſcourſing of Election and Re- 

probation, in which they commonly cano- 


nie themſelves, and reprobate others; 
it they faucily pry inte and pals their 


Judgment in thoſe tecret Things that be- 
long to God, and withal miſinterpret the 


reveal'd Thing s that belong to them, 
: they think themidives mightily edifyed, 
tho they know Nothing aright in thote 
Matters. Again if they hear them talk- | 
ow Jeſus Chriſt, and Sing 


EY 2 


romiſes, with other ſuch 


 myſtcal and Phraſe-Divinity, they prick 


up their Ears, and are wonderfully pleas'd 
with the unintelligible Jargon. If they 
happen to go to the Church, and hear the 


plain Senſe of the Goſpel Jaid open, and 
_ the true Notions of Juſtification, Rege- 
neration, Converſion, and Salvation ex- 


plain'd to them, they themfelves unedi- 
ned, becauſe they ate not amus'd with 
dme fine Conceits about thoſe Things. 
3-78 The 


. 


Lev. XIII. of Phanaticifn. 


119 


The Truth is, the leſs they underſtand, 


the more they are edified; which makes 
them go to the Church with Prejudice, 
where they are entertain'd with ſound 


Doctrine, and the ſober Notions of Reli- 
gion; and to delight only in the my ſtical 


and vain Talk of the Conventicle, where- 


by they nuſtake the true Means of Edi- 
Hcation. 


Again, 2%. they miftake the falſe 
Heats of Fancy, for the true Warmth of 
the Heart ; 2nd think they have profited 
by a Sermon, merely becauſe they were. 


pleas'd : This is a frequent and fatal De- 
lufion, for falſe Teachers commonly work 
upon the Paſſions of their Hearers, with 
out a right informing their Judgment, 
and ſo make them think themſelves edi- 
fied, when they are all the while merely 
deluded : To this End, a melting Tone, 
folemn Looks, vehement Action, are 


made Uſe of; and having by theſe Arts 
warm'd their Imaginations, make them 
believe they are fired with a true Zeal, 
and fo ſtrangely edified, as if they ſelt 


ſome extraordinary Impulſes of the holy 
Ghoſt #tirrmg within them, when all the 
while 'tis no other than the Motion of the 


animal — occaſion d by the Heats of 


Fancy, 


„ 2238 7 2 3 
2 1 2 
ox; . — . * 
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| | Fancy, and are chiefly owing to t 


with every Wind of Doctrine. | 
true Edification helps Men 40 grow in | 
Grace and Knowledge, and leaves more þ 
firm and lafting Impreſſions of Virtue up- 


# 
. 
7 
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eir bo- 
dily Temper. Now to cry up theſe for 
Edification, and going on to Perfection, 
is (as one hath obſery'd ) to betray the 
People into the Power of every Impoſtor, 
who hath the Knack to raiſe theſe Heats, 
and make them paſs for Reaſon and Con- 
viction of Mind. Theſe mortify no Sin, 


nor improve any Virtue, and ſo make 


Men neither wiſer nor better than they 


xn 


were before, but rather more fickle and 


inconſtant, and apt 


on the Soul. 
Moreover, 


People a judging between better and beſt, 
of whick ty 5 of their Ignorance 
and Inſtability they are incompetent 
Judges: Indeed hone is ſo much of Hu- 


mour and Fancy in Men's Compar. ſons be- 
to 


tween Teachers, that lay them open 


great Miſtakes and Inconveniences about 
it; it fills the beſt- meaning Perſons among 
them with endleſs Scruples whom to 


to be carried about 
Whereas 


this Pretence to better 
Means of Edifications, ſets the common 


— — 


— —5 > ————.— HOO 


„ „ — LH —— fawn! heed 


ple a gadding after new Inventions, and 


better Means of Edification: A rolling 
| Stone (we lay) never gets Moſs: And he 
that runs after and heaps to himſelf Teach- 
ers may have his itching Ears tickled, but 


5 | 5 — 9 
1 1 a 
Ia r. Tr een, 1h | | 
chuſe, and where to 80, and is a Princi- g 
ple of great Giddineſs and Inſtability. . 


Vea, the Miſchief of it is too great to 
have any Licenſe or Ceuntenance given 


to it in any well-conſtituted Church; for . 
it breaks the Order, Peace, and good Go- 
vernment of it, and naturally creates Di- 
viſion and great Diſtinctions; it ſets Peo- 


neceſſarily brings on the Guilt of Schiſm. 
So that this Pretence. confutes itſell, 
and proves a great Hindrance to the Edi- 
fication it pretends to. He that conſtant- 
ly attends the Prayers and Inſtructions of 
his parochial Guide, he ſhall learn and 
profit more than he that hunts about for 


ſeldom hath either bis Heart rene w'd, or 
his Life reſorm'd by ſuch Means. 5 
Again, by keeping cloſe to a ſettled 


| Paſtor, Men may have all the Parts and 


Duties of Religion one Time or other ex- 
plain'd and applied to them, and tis 
will tend more to true Edification, that 
the Oratorrof looſe and general D:ſcour- 
ſes, which for the moſt Part only enters 
into one Ear, and goes out at the other, 
— M Beſides, 
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© Beſides, this running after new Teach- 
ers, is a great Diſcouragement to a faith- 
ful Paſtor, to ſee himſelf forſaken of his 
Flock, and find them following Wolves 
in Sheep's Cloathing : This tends at once 
to hinder the Preparations of the Mini- 
ſter, and the Proficiency of the People, 
who might have better Sermons, and 
Naos: more by them, if they would more 
frequently attend them. 885 
In a Word, this wanton Humour of 
leaving their own Miniſter, to go where 
they can profit beſt, hath been ſeverely 
condemn'd by the Party that now cheriſh 
It in their Followers: Mr. Edwards in 
his Gangræna mentions it as one of the 


great Errors of the Times in which he | 
liv'd : And both Presbyterians and Inde- } 


pendents have inveigh'd againft it, as 2 
Principle of great Looſeneſs and Vanity; 


81 R, 
Tours, 
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as may be made appear, if Need be. I am, 


. 
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HE laſt Artifice of Diſſenters that 
| ſhall mention, is, their ſetting up 
ana encouraging little private Schools of 
* | Philoſophy, to prepare and qualify Per- 
ſons for the holding of Conventicles. 
' | The Deſign of this Stratagem is to keep 
N up a Succeſſion of factious Teachers, and 
" | fo propagate the Schiſm to future Gene- 
nations: There are ſome Sects indeed that 
| | take no Cafe about the Education or 
> | Commiſſion of their Holders- forth, but 
| leave this Office entirely to the natural 
| Endowments and Volubity of gifted Bre- 
| thren: But there are others, and particu- 
larly the Presby terians, who being many 
of them bred up in the Univerſities 
themſelves, and thereby knowing ſome- 
thing of the Method and Benefit of that 
Education, ered private Schools, wherein 
they do ſomething to the like, tho' for 
the moſt Part to very little Purpoſe: 
They are ſenſible of the N effity and 
Dann of human Learning to lo 
M : 2 for 


ſent Heads of the Party 
and going off the Stage, and therefore 
tft the Faction ſhould dye with them, 
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great Work; at leaſt, ſome Smattering 


of Learning muſt be had or pretended to, 

to give ſome Countenance to the Cauſ: : 
Ard indeed, a little of it, with a gre: 

deal of Contidence, will go a great W a 


to deceive the Vulgar 
They know moreover, that the pre- 
are all Moral, 


"Che: Mpſtern LIE r. XIV. 
for the Miniſtry; and therefore fcaring 
leſt their Conventicles might fall, thiy' 

the groſs Ignorance of thoſe that muſt up 
hold them, fomething muſt be taken 
Care of this Way, to fit them for this 


eare- muſt: be taken to raiſe up more, to 


preſerve the Succeſſion, and derive the 


poſture to future Ages. 
 Befides, the breeding 


the People to whom they-are ſent, who 


are in Danger to be miſ-led by them, and 
merely beguil'd by their vain Philoſoph y. 
Rn 40 they erect private Seminarics 
a gainſt the- moſt renowned Univerities, 
merely to qualify them to keep up pri- 
vate Con venticles agam 


| the beſt eſta- 


HERE = Church in the Chriſtiaa Wor:s: 
Nas: ye hich 


up of ile Y 

: Emilſarn” affords no ſmall Gain to the 
preſent Craftſmen, and the Leaders are | 
Ike to get more by their Eeaming, than 


er. XIV. of Phanatiaſm. 125 


W hich is a very ierviceable Stratagem to 
uphold the Party, and propagate the 


Schitm. 


But for the better underſtanding of 
this Device, lat us enquire into the Ma- 
ſters and Scholars of theſe ſeparate Aca- 


d emies, together with the Learning pro- 


tets'd and taught in. them. And 


Fir, For the Reads and Maſters in 
thete Seminaries: They are buly not 
only in towing Diviſions themfelves, but 
in planting of Tares, and watering of 

Weeds, that may ſpring up when they 

are Sone; to inſeſt the Church, and choak 

the good Seed of found Doctrine preach'd 

in it: A Noble Employment indeed! 

and worthy the Ambaſſadors of. Chriſt, 
to be Te:chers of Schiſm, and Promoters 
bol Faction; and not to be content only 


to divice the Church, ind rend the Bod y 


of Chriſt for their own Time, but to 
breed up cthieis to. ſucceed them in this. 
great Work, and raiſe a new Race of 
Diſturbers, for the Edifcation of Poſteri- 
y: They are unwilling the Church: 
mould be ever fettled in Unity and 
Peace, and therefore ate hard at work to 
propagate Di fentions, to inſt; 41m So- 


phiſtry into their Ditciples;. a 2d to lay a 


Foundation. for Diſeord in future Times. 


M 3 But 


7 5 7 * * 
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But if any of theſe grand Teachers of 


Philoſophy in. private Schools have been 
 Granduates in the Univerſities, as we are 
told ſome of them are, how ſhall we ex- 
cuſe them from Perjury, in violating the 
Oaths taken by them to the contrary ?! 
And if any of them have been epiſcopally 
ordain'd, according to the Rites and Or- 
ders of the Church of Enzland, as tis! 
well known ſome of them have been, 
what can they ſay for acting thus contrary 


to the Declarations and Subſcriptions re- 


quired in it, and training up others in 
Nonconformity and Oppoſition to it? F 


think it will not be amiſs for theſe Men 


do conſider, whether that Tenderneſs of 
Conſeience, they ſo much pretend to, can 
cConſiſt with: the Violation of thoſe En- 
gagecments.; or whether it be not. either 
tte Weakneſs of their Heads, or the- 
Falſeneſs of their Hearts, that gives them 
ſo eaſy a. Ditpentation from obierving of 
the m. a 
As for-the Scho! ae üs train'd up by 


them, they are plainly nurs'd up in a: 


Se him, and not only taught to go them 
ſelves, but to lead others in the Ways of 
Separation : ; whereby. they are. bred up: 
Enemies to the Government; both in. 
Church and Matty mif-led from.the. Wy 


LET. XIV. of Phanaticiſm r27 
of Fruth and Peace, and ſo unhappily 
directed out of the Way that they ſhould 

RE 
, But what are the Arts and Methods of 

Inſtruction made uſe of in theſe Seminaries: 
to this Purpoſe ?: Why, 
Firft ; They are taught all the- little 
Scrup les and Cavils that have been raiſed 
Ek the Liturgy ard Ditcipline of the- 

Church, to beget in them the greater 
Averſion from both. 

Next, they are furniſhed with ſediti- 
ous Books written againſt them, to. 
heighten and increaſe this Averſion. 
Then they are taught not only to pre- 
fer, but to learn the Art of extemporary 
a Effuſions in: Prayer, the great Idol and 
Support of all ſeparate Meetings; to this 
End they are ſometimes put upon the 
Practice and trying their Skill in this Ex- 
erciſe, with Directions to aſſiſt their In- 
vention, and help their Fluency. 
Alfter this they are taught to modulate | 
the Tone of the Voice, ſometimes raiſing: 
it to ſucha Key or Degree of Vehemence,, 
at other Times falling to ſuch a Cadence, 
as may beſt take and work upon. the Fan- 
dies of the People. 
Theſe and ſuch like Arts, apt to "INT 

ceivez. are the: great. Things that are: 


— 


23 


The Myſterm Ter. XIV. 
_ taught in theſe Seminaries : Devices never 
Beard of or learn'd in any weil-eſtabliſhed _ 
Church, and utterly deſtructive of all 
bes wa and Sobriety im Religion. 
hut what is it that moves the Diſſen- 
ters thus to draw from the two Famous 
Uniyeifities cf this Eand; and to ſet up 
and encourage theſe private Nurlerics 
againſt them ? Why, 
Flint; They know that the Education 
and good Literature of thoſe Places, 
breed up Youth- in a due Conformity to : 
the Diſcipline and good Orders of the 
Church; and all that are admitted ta 
them, are by Oaths and all manner of 
Obligit on tied to a firm. Adherence and 
Obſervance of them; the wite Inſtru-- 
Ctions and Examples of thoſe Places, 
train them up in the Way that they 


mauld go, which keeps them ever after 


from departing: fiom it. Sor that they | 
whole deſign it is to tunkete and prop 
gate Diviſions, muſt keep as, many as. 
tacy cam from thoſe places, where they“ 
are ſo well taught and arm'd againſt them.. 
Thoſe Famous Seminaries of L:zarning: 
aid ſound: Religion, have ever brought: 
forth the ſtouteſt Champions, to defend. 
tlie Truth, and confute the Errors of all 


5 ae "tis no Wonder if. Hereticks and 
| Schiſmaticks 
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Schitmaticks bear no good Will to thoſe 

Places and Perſons that ſo expoſe and 

fruftrate their evil Deſigns. 
But the better to countenance theſe 

private Schools, the-Upholders of them q 

endeavour to faſten the blackeſt Calum- 

nies upon our renowned Seats of Learn- 

ing and Education; though for their 

Order and Di cipline, together with all 
bother Advantages and Encouragements 
of good Literature, they far excel all tl. e 

Univerſities in the World, and are there- 

fore reſorted to and admired by all Stran- 
gers; yet theſe Sons of Slander ſeek not 
only to leſſen, but to blacken them too 
buy their foul and unjuſt. Aſperſions; the y- 
delight to talk of the Vices and Looſe- 

neſs of thoſe Places, and call thoſe 

Schools of the Prophets by no better 
Name, than Schools of Lewdneſs and 
F 7 Debauchery ; which is done merely to- 
beget an ill Opinion of them, and to ex- 

- | #lt-their little Nurſeries of Schiſm and : 
' | Sedition above them. 

Thus do they ſerve the Univerſities : 
as they do the Church, throwing all the 
Dirt they can upon them, the better to 

ſerve their own Ends on both. _ 

Now the Miſchief of this Device may 

de eaſily gueſs d from its pernicious In- 
| Hucnce: 
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the Happineſs of a Nation depends upon 
the good Education and Wiſdom of its 


Members, and the Hopes of future Times 
are founded upon the well Training up 
of thoſe that live to them; what un- 
ſpeakable Evils muſt enſue from thoſe 


private Nurferies of Ignorance and Difor- 


der? Which is a matter well worthy the 
Care and Wiſdom of Superiors to Pre vent. 


For 
Ever ſince the nen of the | 


Church hath been ſhaken, IT hings in 
the State have been ont of Courſe : 3 and 


tis in yain to hope or Settlement in the 
Latter, whilſt the Former remains looſe 


and unſettled: Ard therefore Chrift's 
Vineyard ſhould be fenc'd and guarded, 


not only againt the Wild Boar of the 


Foreſt, that would lay it waſte, but a- 
gainſt all the little Foxes that would un- 
dermine it. 


TO Conelude al; May the Church of 


England ever continue in the Purity of its 
Doctrine, Worſhip, and Diſcipline : May 
the two Famous Univerſities of this 


Kingdom till flouriſh, to ſupply it with 
_ faithful, and Learned Paſtors: And 

y B: th be fo favoured with the Pro- 
videns of God, and the Protection of 
| Princes, 
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Princes, that the Gates of Hell may ne- 
ver pre vail againſt Either. Which are 
Us, N Wiſhes and e ä 


STR, 
Your Cordial Friend, 


AB. 
A POSTSCRIPT 
1 


of weakening the Church, and ſtrengthening the Con- 


venticle, together with all other Means of forming andy, 
advancing their Deſigns. 


And theſe are the more dangerous, becauſe they are 


wound without being e ; as alſo becauſe they are 


coloured over with a ſeeming Zeal for Religion and 
8 Reformation of Manners, and carried on with Prayer, 


and agreat Shew of Piety and Devotion. 


mer Intricgues managed and promoted this Way, but 
more plainly by a late Letter written to a nonconformiſt 
Teacher, ſuperſcribed thus, to Mr. Saunders Mini- 


into the Hands of? another Perfon of the ſame Name 3. 
a true N . is as followech: 


il 
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HERE is another ſerv ined Device of Diſſen- 
ters that muſt not be omitted, and that is, - 
their ſettling and maintaining a ſecret Correſpondence | 
between their Brethren in all Parts of this and the 
neighbouring Kingdom; whereby they communicate 
to each other the Deſigns of the Party, and join in ſe- 
ciret Methods and Confederacies to promote them. By 
this they give and take Meaſures it: electing Members. 
for Parliament, and preparing Addreſles and Petitions + 2 
to them ; hereby they learn and agree in the ſame Arts 


ut». o 
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carried on in the Dark, and like inviſible Darts, 8 


Theſe Things are evident, not only by many for- 


fler of the Goſpel in Oxford; which by a Miſtake fell 
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V Hat a Leiter la Week, by the Direfion of the 
1 Commuttre of Miniſters and Gentlemen yy ants at 
London, for 2 a Correſpondence of the roteftant . 
Difſenting HMiniſtirs and Congregatzons throughout this © 
Kingdom, for the Advancement of the Intereſt of Religion, 
an Reformation of Manners, with the Articles there 
agreed upon in order thereunts, and a Defire to commu- 
nicate them ſpeedily to the Brethren in theſe Parts, that 
{if poſſible) a general Meeting might be had this Summer 
: 88 „5 4 
Purſuant whereunto, tis deſired that you would net 
fail to come your ſelf, and bringgwith you one prudent Per- 
ſom of your Congregation, choſen for that End {according | 
iu the Methad reſald'd on at London) to meet ſeveral of 
your Brethren, and the. Members of their reſpective Con- 
* gregations, here at Newbury” on W eaneiday the 224 
Iſtant, to corifider of "the ſaid, Propaſals which ſhall le 
lid before you, and the proper Method to obtain ſo di- 
VVV 
Tun are deſired to be here on Tueſday in the Evening, 
s bat we may enter on our Work on Wedneſday Morning, 
'® gceſolving (Gad willing) to ſpend ſome Time in Prayer 
SOROS. * before ius beg 4 . 
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Pour Affectionate Brother, 
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X And Servant in- the Lord, 
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